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Lesson for October 8 
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Christ. Matthew 16:24, 25; Mark 1:16-20; 
Philippians 1:19-26. 
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Sonnet on Psalm 139 
By Dorothy J. Langford 


WE and wonder, love and praise — 
That the God I cannot see 
Yet is thinking upon me; 
Knows my heart and knows my ways, 
Watches o’er me all my days; 
Formed me ere my life began, 
Wrote within His Book His plan. 
How can I His thoughts appraise? 
Great and precious is their sum. 
Judgment I can trust to Him; 
Doom to wicked men will come; 
But my cup o’erflows its brim. 
Search my heart, O God, I pray; 
Lead me to Eternal Day. 





Still with Thee my soul awaketh 
Wheresoe’er its journey taketh; 
Land or sea, above, below, 
Thou art there; to Thee I go. 


v2 


When Skies Are Overcast 


“We know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.” 
There these words still stand in God’s 
infallible Word — unchanged by time, or 
by the anguish of experience, or by the 
insinuations of doubt. Every Christian 
knows them, but times come in the life 
of each one when, to the natural eyes, 
these golden words are hidden by dis- 


tressing and multiplied trials, and when 
faith alone can lay hold of them. Then 
it does help to hear the testimony of a 
mature Christian warrior who can look 
back over many years of service and 
rejoice in God’s faithfulness. Such is 
the testimony of Dr. P. W. Philpott, 
given on March 3, 1946, in the Church of 
the Open Door, Los Angeles, and later 
published in a booklet called “Sixty 
Wonderful Years.” ! After telling of his 
conversion and some of his trials and 
triumphs, he said: “Again and again, 
through sixty years and more, I have 
seen that this is the way God works: 
He takes His child through some great 
darkness, some confusing difficulty, some 
deep suffering—and all the while He 
is dealing in love and tenderness, show- 
ing not only to that individual but also 
to others through him that all things 
do ‘work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” From my 
own experience I can affirm that in the 
crisis hours when things looked the 
worst, God was working most for His 





1 Reviewed in the Times, November 23, 1946. 
(Twenty cents each, Bible House of Los An- 
geles, 927 S. Westmoreland Ave., Los An- 
geles 6.) 
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glory and my good.” Dr. Philpott's 
whole message amply bears out his 
“trie@ and proved” stamp on Romans 
8:28, and these are words that younger 
workers need to remember, especially 
when human relationships are strained 
and there seems to be no gleam of 
heavenly light shining through the cir- 
cumstances. (Someone may say that 
these are the things which “stand around 
us,” but they seem to have a way of 
climbing up overhead and coming be- 
tween us. and God.) But we have always 
the light of God’s Word, “a light that 
shineth in a dark place” (2 Pet, 1:19); 
and “the entrance of thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple” (Psa. 119:130). And if God sees 
fit to allow those who write, proofread, 
and print, and many who read these lines 
to continue for many long years in His 
service, as He has allowed Dr. Philpott, 
then surely we shall join him, and all 
other veterans in the service of the 
King, in praising God for His faithful- 
ness. “Who is among you that feareth 
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his 
servant, that walketh in darkness, and 
hath no light? let him trust in the name 
of the Lord, and stay upon his God” 
(Isa. 50:10). 


Peter's Denial 


This is the third of four meditations, translated by Ernest Gordon from 


Walter Luthi’s book, 


“La Parole Faite Chair” (“The Word Made Flesh”), 


of which there is no English translation. 


oath to his Master: “Though I 

should die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thee” (Matt. 26:35). He means it. 
He is ready to give himself for his Mas- 
ter and offers proofs. When Jesus was 
arrested, he drew his sword at the risk 
of perishing by the sword. Then he 
followed Jesus into the court of the Jew- 


Poses" the rock, makes his solemn 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And now, little children, abide 
in him; that, when he shall appear, 
we may have confidence, and not 
be ashamed before him at his com- 
ing” (1 John 2:28). 




















ish high priest. He crossed the thresh- 
old of the palace — Luke gives this de- 
tail—and entered the court so that he 
was in sight cf Jesus. In his boldness 
he mingled with the servants of the high 
priest, conversing with them and stand- 
ing in the full light of a fire burning 
in the court. 

Perhaps he had in mind the glory 
accorded by the world to heroes. He 
may have thought of himself as famous 
in history for having shed his blood for 
his Master. Honor to the soldier of King 
Saul who died beside his unfortunate 
master! We Swiss have raised in 
Lucerne a monument to the memory of 
the Swiss guardsmen who gave their 
lives for Louis 16th, King of France. 
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Peter may have anticipated. similar 
honors. 

But the course of events turned him 
sharply about. Jesus, the King of kings, 
neither wants nor accepts such fidelity 
from His subjects as an earthly king 
would in the same circumstances. Be- 
fore the tribunal, He said, “My kingdom 
is not of this world” (John 18:36). He 
permitted the fall of Peter. It was not 
Peter’s fate (then) to die for Jesus: on 
the contrary he denied Him. No monu- 
ment is raised to his glory. Yet Peter 
will die, not as hero but by death to 
self. It is a strange thing and extraord- 
inary. Peter, the presumptuous, denies 
his Lord before two women, first be- 
fore a door maid, then before another 
serving maid; and finally with oath and 
imprecation. 

At this moment the cock crows. When 
he realizes what he has done he weeps 
like a child. He cries bitterly. Shame 
to us men! This is the death to which 
he must submit. His will is broken, his 
fidelity and reputation destroyed. Of 
all that he is and of all that is best 
in him, nothing is left. There in the 
court he stands, an unhappy man, bathed 
in tears, shaken with shame and self- 
contempt. So did Peter die in the serv- 
ice of the King whose Kingdom is not 
of this world. Thus ought a disciple of 
Christ to die. 

The case of Peter is not exceptional. 
All the prophets and apostles stand be- 
sideghim. Moses also sought to play the 
hero. With courage he smote the Egyp- 
tian. Thereafter we see him guarding 
the flocks in the desert for forty years. 
Saul of Tarsus appears on the scene, 
sword in hand. Then we discover a man 
prone on the road between Jerusalem 
and Damascus. In all the story of 
prophets and apostles there is no place 
for monuments save to their weaknesses. 
They might indeed have been silent 
regarding their weaknesses; that they 
have not is the mark of the grace of 
God in Jesus Christ. He alone is faith- 
ful; He alone does not deny Himself; 
He alone does not deceive. No one can 
die in the role of protector of this Lord. 
Death to self comes when a Christian 
can begin to say: “It is not I who dies 
for Him. It is He who gives life to me.” 
There is, in the Church of Jesus Christ, 
only one monument — the cross. 


Death to self is the gift of Him who 
died for all. It is gain, not loss. Jesus 
Christ draws His own into His own 
death so that they can cry out, “Always 
bearing about in the body the dying ef 
the Lord Jesus” (2 Cor. 4:10). Even the 
tears of Peter were given him by his 
Master. This gift has never failed the 
Church so long as it has been faithful 
to its Lord. Professor Blancke wrote 
in his book on St. Gall and Columban 
that the gift.of tears was given a monk 
of the ninth century, Tutillo, who was 
endowed with herculean strength and 
a nature like Peter’s. The Roman Mis- 
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sal contains three prayers for the gift 
of tears, of which one is couched in 
these terms: “All powerful and merci- 
ful God, who hast made living water 
spring from the rock for Thy thirsting 
people, make tears of contrition spring 
from our hearts that we may be able 
to weep for our sins.” 

It was this gift that was granted Peter 
in the court of the high priest. If he 
had been allowed to continue in his own 
way, it would have been a great loss for 
him. He might, perhaps, have been 
placed in the gallery of the great of this 
world, but, praise God! Jesus prevented 
it. He had something better for him. 
Peter was to become, not a hero, but a 
disciple. One united with the death of 
Christ, he is, so to speak, no longer a 
private person. As such he would be 
of no interest to us. Instead he par- 
ticipates in the plan of God. He is a 
representative of the Kingdom of God. 
His call is renewed to him, “Thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church” (Matt. 16:18). You all, 
apostles and prophets, it is with you that 
God wishes to build His Church. He 
begins by breaking each stone that He 
needs in construction. Peter and Paul 
must first become children, children of 
God who know how to weep penitent 
tears. “Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit” (John 12:24). 


Seen from this angle, the story of 
Peter’s denial, one of the saddest in 
Scripture, takes on a touch of joy. It 
teaches us with what poor material 
Christ is pleased to build His Church. 
Saul of Damascus; the pillar, had to be 
broken on the road to Damascus. Simon, 
the stone, must be ground to powder. 
But in the hand of God a grain of sand 
becomes a foundation stone. 

Humiliations, such as those of Peter 
and Paul, are full of promises because 
they are put under the sign of the cross. 
Such falls and such defeats help in the 
upbuilding of the Church. It pleases 
the divine architect to build with stones 
that are broken, rejected, and twisted. 





Coming Next Week 


CONSTANT problem for all 

Sunday school workers is that 
of bringing in the children and 
young people. Next week a minister 
will tell how the school of his 
church was built up by visitation 
and prayer. The average attend- 
ance was soon doubled. 





The first of a series of five 
stories for children also appears 
next week. The series is called, 
“She Was Glad the Bandits Came,” 
and tells of the thrilling experi- 
ences of a Christian Chinese girl. 
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Christ is at work today among th 
nations wherever the Church weeps over 
its sins. He works by humiliating yg 
We have been a presumptuous gener. 
tion. We shine with pride. Denial 
weaknesses, apostasies, bitter tears ar 
seen among us over against the fearfy) 


- oppressions of the great of this worlg 


In this sad hour the Lord Jesus says tp 
His Church: “Feed my lambs. Feaj 
my sheep. Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevajj 
against it.” 

we 


Notes on Open Letters 


Where To Find Help 
on “Eternal Security” 
Would you be able t ! 
bit of information? e to supply me a 


1. With whom did the expression 
“eternal security” originate? 


_2. Does the idea of “eternal security” 
differ at all from the commoner ex- 
pression “perseverance of the saints” 


3. Could you suggest the most 
authoritative literature on what is 
ee ee as “eternal secur- 
ity’"?—A Virginia reader. 

The Editor wrote to Dr. Merrill ¢ 
Tenney, Dean of the Graduate School 
of Wheaton College, Wheaton, II], for 
his thoughts on these questions, and re- 
ceived the following interesting reply: 

“I can find no sources that state how 
the expression ‘eternal security’ orig- 
inated. The books in historical theology 
do not treat this subject. 

“There seems to be no essential differ- 
ence between the idea of ‘eternal secur- 
ity’ and the old formula, ‘perseverance 
of the saints.’ The best discussion of 
the subject that I was able to find occurs 
in Dr. Chafer’s ‘Systematic Theology, 
Volume III, pages 267-354. In this dis- 
cussion he treats the two terms as equiv- 
alent. 

“The most authoritative literature out- 
side of the Scriptures would probably 
be the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
Chapter XVII, Section 1, and Calvin's 
Institutes, Volume II, Chapter 3, Section 
11-14. Dr. Chafer’s discussion, however, 
is more lucid and extensive than any 
other that I was able to find, although he 
does not treat the subject historically 
in the sense that he traces its develop- 
ment through all existing authorities. 

“I think that if Mr. L— would read 
Dr, Chafer’s treatment of the subject, 
he would find ample material for exeget- 
ical discussion irrespective of whether 
he agrees wholly with Dr. Chafer or not.” 


If you want to scatter your doubts, 
look at the blood; and if you want to 
increase your doubts, look at yourself. 
You will get doubts enough for years 
by being occupied with yourself only @ 
few days——D, L. Moody. 
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Hymns Inspired by Love for Children 


Little-known stories of well-known hymns 





church, before any special provision 

was made for the children’s worship. 
It was all right to admit them into the 
church by the sacrament of baptism, 
and the rite of confirmation. But if 
they shared in the worship services, it 
would have to be in the pattern of their 
elders. It is well toward the end of the 
nineteenth century before one is able 
to discern any real concern in the 
matter. 

It was Froebel, the German, and Pes- 
talozzi, the Italian, who first showed to 
the world that the effort to understand 
the nature of children, and to discover 
the laws of their development, was not 
an unmanly occupation. But it was al- 
most a century later before their ex- 
ample began to take any effect upon the 
church, 

The church has always been slow to 
adopt an idea that may seem new or 
novel. Certainly, it was so where the 
provision of adequate worship materials 
for children is concerned. How strange 
this appears when we consider the all 
too patent fact that little folk in a few 
short years become the church. The 
only ancient hymn for children is that 
of Clement of Alexandria, “Shepherd 
of tender youth,” very happily rephrased 
from the Greek by Dr. Henry M. Dexter, 
a Congregational clergyman, four years 
after his graduation from Andover The- 
ological Seminary. The skillful trans- 
lator says, “I transfused as much of its 
language and spirit as I could into the 
hymn.” Yet, despite all of this, W. Gar- 
rett Horder characterizes it as a hymn 
“on behalf of children rather than one 
to be sung by them.” And yet, there 
were some early writers for children, 
and I am glad to call attention to some 
of them: 


Martin Luther (1483-1546) had a par- 
ticularly happy home life. Christmas 
was a great event in the Luther house- 
hold. For weeks ahead, carols were 
practiced. Upon that happy day, a few 
friends, along with the Luther children, 
would gather about the Christmas tree, 
prettily decorated and laden with some 
simple presents. The great reformer him- 
self would lead in the singing of the 
tarols, accompanying with the lute. Al- 
Ways a lover of little children, it is 
very natural that he should give us 
the beautiful Christmas lullaby, “Away 
in a manger.” 

Some have doubted the authorship of 
‘this simple and evangelical carol. How- 
ever, we will not be criticized for ac- 
cepting it as Luther’s cradle hymn. The 
lovely letters he wrote to his children 
When he was away from home are evi- 
dence of his interest in them and his 


[' WAS late in the history of the 


A Sunday school superintendent or 
minister can increase the interest 
and enthusiasm with which a hymn 
will be sung if he tells one or two 
incidents relating to its history. Dr. 
Hagedorn has brought together here 
many interesting facts concerning 
the writers of hymns that are widely 
used. 








capability for simple expression. I be- 
lieve the hymn to be his. I believe it 
to have been inspired by his love for 
children. 


Dorothy Ann Thrupp (1779-1847) com- 
posed the little song that was so great 
a favorite among the children in an 
earlier day, “A little ship was*on the 
sea.” Miss Thrupp was a great lover 
of children, and made some significant 
contributions to their hymns. In 1836, 
she published anonymously, “Hymns for 
the Young.” Many of the hymns con- 
tained in the volume were written by 
herself. Among them is the hymn, 
“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.” 
There is some question of the authorship 
of this hymn, but the trend is decidedly 
toward accrediting its authorship to her. 
She wrote almost exclusively for the 
young, and she is known to history only 
through the hymns she has contributed. 
Another one of the hymns for children 
from her pen is, “Let us sing with one 
accord, praise to Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 


George Washington Doane (1799-1859) 
was the founder of St. Mary’s Hall, an 
Episcopalian school for girls, in Burling- 
ton, N. J. The hymn, “Fling out the 
banner, let it float,” was written for chil- 
dren attending this schcol. In anticipa- 
tion of a flag-raising, the girls had asked 
their beloved bishop to write a song es- 
pecially for that occasion. This mission- 
ary hymn was his answer. Intensely 
interested always in the great mission- 
ary movement, it is very natural that 
the author would make the hymn pul- 
sate with the heroism and ideals of the 
cause so close to the heart of his Master 
and Lord. First sung by the girls at 
St. Mary’s, it has been sung at thou- 
sands of missionary meetings since then, 
to the stimulation of countless souls, 


Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) is generally 
accepted as the greatest of all the Scot- 
tish hymn writers. His hymns are at 
once simple and profound. So simple 
are they that a little child can under- 
stand them, and withal so profound that 
they stimulate and inspire the deepest 
thinker. It is interesting to recall how 
it came about that Horatius Bonar be- 
gan to write hymns. The old Presbyte- 
rian church that he served sang nothing 


By IVAN H. HAGEDORN, D.D. 


ein their services except the Psalms. Hora- 

tius Bonar early recognized that the 
children in the Sunday school where 
he labored did not particularly like sing- 
ing the Psalms. The young clergyman 
hit upon a happy idea — he would write 
some songs they would like and could 
sing. He chose some lively tunes used 
by the children during the week and set 
words to them. It is needless to say 
that the children loved these hymns, 
making the experiment successful be- 
yond the wildest dreams. Among the 
very earliest of these hymng were the 
now well-known “I lay my sins on 
Jesus,” and “I was a wandering sheep.” 
It was some years later before Horatius 
Bonar even attempted to write a hymn 
for adults. 


Henry Alford (1810-1871) spent twenty 
long years in order to give the world 
his great work, “The New Testament in 
Greek,” but the great scholar took time 
out to write some of the most popular 
of our church hymns. One especially, 
written at the request of some of the 
young people of his church, “Come, ye 
thankful people, come,” has been found 
particularly useful. 

Upon the occasion of the tenth festival 
of the parochial choirs of the Canterbury 
Diocesan Union, held June 6, 1871, he 
wrote, “Forward be our watchword,” to 
be used as the processional. The words 
were woven together as he slowly paced 
the course to be taken by the procession, 
which passed by the shrines of many of 
England’s great, and finally under the 
high-vaulted roof of the stately cathe- 
dral itself. This hymn has ever been 
a strong favorite with youth. It is 
spirited, full of happy enthusiasm, and 
shining with the radiance of the light 
of which it so gloriously sings. The 
devout and prayerful spirit of the writer 
is clearly reflected in the lines of this 
song. 


Jemima Luke (1813-1906) wrote the 
hymn that was destined to become a 
classic among children’s hymns, “I think 
when I read that sweet story of old.” 
A melody that had caught the author’s 
fancy kept recurring to her, and she 
wanted so much to have words to go 
with it that would make it suitable for 
use as a marching song for some children 
she particularly loved. She looked 
everywhere but nowhere could she find 
appropriate words. But, one day, as 
she was riding in a stagecoach, words 
came to her, as if from Heaven, and she 
quickly jotted them down on an old 
envelope she happened to have with her. 
We may well imagine that it took some 
deciphering on Miss Luke’s part when 
she finally alighted from the lumbering 
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old stagecoach, for the words could 
hardly have been more than a scribble. 

The following Sunday she taught the 
hymn to the members of her Sunday 
school class, and her father was so de- 
lighted with it that he asked, “Where 
did that hymn come from?” Jemima 
was silent, but the girls of her class 
spoke up, and said, “Jemima made it.” 
Without saying a word to his daughter, 
the father sent a copy of the lines to 
the Sunday School Teachers’ Magazine, 
in which it was first published. Miss 
Luke later added another stanza in order 
that it might be used as a missionary 
hymn. The great cause of missions lay 
very close to her heart. 


Cecil Frances Alexander (1823-1895) 
once went to sit by the bedside of 
a little girl, a member of her Sunday 
school class. As the child tossed with 
fever, and life appeared to be ebbing, 
the hymn, “There is a green hill far 
away,” was hurriedly jotted down upon 
paper. Happily the child recovered, and, 
in later years, proudly referred to the 
hymn as her very own. 

Cecil Frances Alexander was the wife 
of the Rev. William Alexander, who was 
later to become Archbishop Alexander, 
Primate of Ireland. But whatever honors 
were enjoyed by her husband, the chief 
joy of his devoted and consecrated com- 
panion was the visitation of the sick and 
impoverished of the parish. Often her 
own health was jeopardized thereby. A 
considerable number of the hymns that 
came from her pen came out of her 
experiences with the sick and shut-ins. 
The small volume of seventy-two pages, 
“Hymns for Little Children,” in which 
the wonderful devotional hymn, “There 
is a green hill far away,” first appeared, 
was in its day “a best seller,” for over 
a quarter million copies were sold. All 
her hymns are charmingly simple and 
tender, clear in doctrine, and of consid- 
‘erable poetic beauty. 


Albert Midlane (1825-1909) was an 
ironmonger. But, while his work was 
heavy and hard, he nevertheless found 
time to teach a Sunday school class. He 
himself had received inspiration from 
such a humble worker of the Lord, and 
gladly attributed his interest in hym- 
nology to him. Not only did a Sunday 
school teacher do much to shape young 
Midlane’s religious life, but so guided 
his appreciation for literature, and 
poetry in particular, that before he was 
ten years old, some of his verses re- 
ceived loud praise from his circle of 
acquaintances. Being a Sunday school 
teacher, he was prompted: to write for 
his. scholars. In the evening time, al- 
ways a favorite time with him, he would 
go for strolls about the ancient and his- 
toric ruins of Carisbrooke castle, and 
many*of his poems came to him on these 
walks. One of these is, “There’s a Friend 
for little children.” Dr. Joseph Parker, 
the reno i preacher and expositor, 
once.met Mr. Midlane, and, referring to 
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this hymn, said to the author, “I would 
rather have written that hymn than 
have preached the most eloquent sermon, 
for your audience is the whole world.” 

Hymn writing is far from being a high 
road to riches. And when, in old age, 
Albert Midlane was reduced to poverty, 
a popular subscription was taken up 
among the children of England, whose 
little lives he had blessed through his 
songs, and thus a goodly sum was given 
to him as a token of their affection. 
Surely, this gift could well be accounted 
a thank-offering, and in nowise charity, 
for the legacy given to posterity by Mr. 
Midlane could never be repaid in money. 


Elizabeth Cecelia Clephane (1830-1869) 
was known as “the sunbeam” in the 
little town of Ormiston, because of her 
ministrations to the poor and needy of 
the community. In fact, she and her 
two sisters were so interested in the less 
fortunate than themselves that they will- 
ingly sacrificed their horse and carriage 
in order that they would have all the 
more to give. Miss Clephane was a regu- 
lar contributor to The Children’s Hour, 
and, always desirous of writing some- 
thing on the Parable of the Lost Sheep, 
she one time sent in the poem, “There 
were ninety and nine that safely lay.” 
It was copied anonymously by another 
children’s magazine, and again in a 
newspaper, where the quick eye of 
Ira Sankey, the great colaborer with 
Dwight L. Moody detected it. Particu- 
larly hungry for news from his own 
good old U.S.A., he had bought a news- 
paper in London. He gleaned every bit 
of news he could find. The little poem 
was tucked away, far up in the corner, 
but it did not escape him. He called 
to Mr. Moody, saying, “Look, I’ve found 
just what I wante2.” The great evange- 
list, however, was busy reading a letter 
from home, and didn’t hear. Mr. Sankey 
clipped it from the newspaper and care- 
fully put it away in his wallet. 

Sometime later, Moody preached upon 
“The Good Shepherd,” and having fin- 
ished his discourse, stepped back and 
said to Mr. Sankey, “Can you sing some- 
thing appropriate?” Mr. Sankey took 
the little poem from his wallet, and there 
and then began to improvise upon his 
little organ. Music and words blended 
together, and Mr. Sankey afterward con- 
fessed that it was the most intense mo- 
ment of his life. 

When Mr. Sankey sang the num- 
ber he had absolutely no clue as to the 
author. But God took care of that, too. 
Mrs. Clephane’s sister was in the audi- 
ence, and recognized the poem, and later 
wrote to Mr. Sankey, giving him full 
particulars of its writing. And so was 
rescued a little poem that has been the 
means of bringing thousands, yea, tens 
of thousands to Christ. A chill in 
Elizabeth’s youth left her with impaired 
health, and she died quite early in life. 
She never knew the rich blessing that 
her hymn brought to others. She had 


September 23, 1950 


passed on to be with her Lord before 
it had been popularized by Ira Sankey, 


Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924) gat 
up late, one night, to write a marching 
song for the children of his Sunday 
school. The young folk were to march 
from one town to another, and the young 
rector of Horbury Bridge, England, coulg 
not think of a suitable hymn to march 
to, so he resolved to write one himself. 
The result was, “Onward, Christian Sol. 
diers.” 

Sabine Baring-Gould was _ interested 
heart and soul in his Sunday school. He 
wrote a considerable number of hymns, 
but the best of them were inspired by 
the thought for his scholars. Although 
the son of a wealthy and much respected 
family, he labored among the poor and 
lowly with love and zeal. He resolved 
to spend and be spent in doing all in his 
power to better their conditions. Among 
other things, he started a night school for 
the young working people of his parish, 
and he personally instructed them. 


Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), accounted 
by all “a prince among preachers,” was 
a bachelor, but his fondness for children 
led to the writing of the carol, which, 
I believe, is proving a far greater legacy 
to posterity than his mighty eloquence. 
Who can doubt that “O little town of 
Bethlehem,” will last longer than what 
is thought to be his greatest sermon, 
“The Light of the World”? It was a 
grand thought, too, for the great 
preacher to keep in his home a good 
supply of dolls and toys for his little 
guests, but the joyous carol that he 
penned was even a greater thought. 

Phillips Brooks once visited the Holy 
Land, and on Christmas Eve went to 
Bethlehem, to the spot where it is be- 
lieved Christ was born. He stayed there 
a long time and let the atmosphere of 
Bethlehem reach every single recess of 
his being. When he returned to America 
he wrote the Christmas carol for his Sun- 
day school, using the thoughts he jotted 
down the night he spent at Bethlehem. 

He then went to his organist, Lewis 
Henry Redner, who readily consented 
to write the music for his poem. But 
with the thousand and more Christmas 
duties pressing upon him, the Saturday 
night before the Christmas exercises when 
the Rev. Mr. Brooks hoped to use the 
number found him too utterly worn out 
with much serving to compose a single 
bar. Mentally and physically exhausted, 
he fell into bed, his last worried, wearied 
thought of the one thing he had not 
done—the one thing he had really 
wanted to do. In the middle of the 
night, he was awakened by what he 
called “an angel strain.” He listened. 
It came again. Note by note, a sweet, low 
melody, as tranquil as little Bethlehem 
sleeping beneath the silent stars. Joy- 
ously he arose to recor: it, and so we 
have another song that was originally in- 
spired by a man’s love for little children, 
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Vill. Israel Returns Home According to Prophecy 
Glimpses of Israel's future 


This is the concluding article in Mr. Davis’s series. 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


All that have ap- 


peared in the Times, and considerable additional material will be 


available in book form in October. 


The prices will be: single copies, 


35 cents; three copies to one address, $1; one hundred copies to one 
address, $30. They may be ordered in advance from Million Testaments 


Campaigns, Inc., 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 


(In the last two years 


a quarter of a million Testaments in several languages have been dis- 
tributed, and the funds are now nearly exhausted.) 


NE day during our stay in Jerusa- 

lem, we visited the beautiful Scotch 
Church and its comfortable hospice. As 
we sat in the pleasant living room of 
that Christian home, we looked out on 
the southeastern wall of Jerusalem, 
which is the only part of the wall that 
is included at present in the Jewish 
State. The Jews no longer have access 
to their ancient Wailing Wall, with its 
huge stones that date back to the Second 
Temple. 

But God has promised that Jerusalem 
will be the place of Messiah’s Throne, 
where He shall reign over the Gentiles 
and over His regathered people Israel: 
“At that time they shall call Jerusalem 
the throne of the Lord; and all the 
nations shall be gathered unto it, to the 
name of the Lord, to Jerusalem” (Jer. 
3:17). 

Jerusalem is now and will be “a cup 
of trembling” and a “burdensome stone” 
to all people who gather against it 
(Zech. 12:2, 3). The United Nations have 
long announced that they plan to inter- 
nationalize the Old City, a number of 
nations to have jurisdiction over it, 
Dr. Weizmann, the President of the State 
of Israel, in a recent article in Israel 
and the Middle East, says: “We are 
agreeable that special arrangements be 
made for the Old City with its holy 
places. We would like to see this sacred 
zone beautified so that worshipers com- 
ing from all parts of the world to Jeru- 
salem will derive joy and inspiration 
from their pilgrimage. There is, how- 
ever, no reason why special arrange- 
ments for the Old City should extend 
also to the New City outside the walls. 
This new city has sprung up within the 
past hundred years essentially as a re- 
sult of Jewish effort.” 

The stage is already set for future 
battles over the possession of Jerusalem. 
From a study of Zechariah 14, we gather 
that the ownership of the whole city 
will never be fully settled until the 
Lord Jesus Christ comes back to reign 
there. But many striking events will 
tome to pass in Israel, according to 
God’s Word, before our Lord returns to 
‘Tule and reign over all nations, as King 
kings and Lord of lords. 

During our last twelve days in Jeru- 


Salem, we were shown gracious hospi- 


tality by Canadian and Swiss mis- 
sionaries who invited us to be their 
guests in their apartment. We continued 
to have blessed times of witnessing to 
individual Jews and to groups of Jews. 

Our two months’ stay in Israel was 
rapidly drawing to a close and we needed 
to go back to Haifa to embark for Eu- 
rope, for the work that awaited us there. 
We bade good-by to the many mission- 
ary friends in Jerusalem and the dear 
Hebrew Christians from Germany, 
France, Hungary, Switzerland, Bulgaria, 
and from other lands; and took the train 
for Haifa via Lydda. The train from 
Jerusalem to Lydda was crowded. As 
we drew near Lydda, we saw a few 
planes on the airfield, and a plane about 
to make a lIcnding. At Lydda many 
of the passengers left to take another 
train for Tel Aviv. From Lydda to 
Haifa there was plenty of room, and we 
had interesting times talking with pas- 
sengers and giving out New Testaments 
to various ones in our car. One of the 
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passengers we met was an ex-captain 
of the Jewish army that defended Jeru- 
salem during the Arab-Jewish conflict. 
He gladly received a Hebrew New Tes- 
tament. 

The railway runs along the coast as 
it nears Haifa. Soon we passed the fish- 
eries where the Jews are breeding fish 
to replenish the food supply in Israel. 
At last, after a pleasant four-hour jour- 
ney of witnessing and giving out New 
Testaments to interested Jews, we 
reached Haifa. Our faithful friend met 
us at the station and took us to our 
former room on Mount Carmel. Again 


“we rejoiced in the beautiful view of 


the thousands of twinkling lights of the 
harbor city and of its homes built along 
the mount. Above were the myriads of 
brilliant stars like jewels, which caused 
Mrs. Davis to exclaim, “The stars seem 
to shine more brightly in Israel than 
in any other part of the world!” 

On the morning of the day we sailed 
from Haifa for Greece and Italy, an 
American friend introduced Mrs. Davis 
to a Jewess in her early twenties. This 
friend had been dealing with the Jew- 
ess about her soul’s salvation and had 
given her one of our Prophecy New Tes- 
taments, and she had been reading it. 
Mrs. Davis brought her Bible to the 
veranda. The three of them gathered 
around the open Word for a couple of 
hours, while the way of salvation was 
further made known to that seeking soul, 
The Spirit of God moved upon the young 
Jewess in convicting and convincing 
power, and shortly before noon— about an 
hour before we left for our steamer — the 
Jewess definitely confessed her accept- 
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Home Again, After Long Wandering 
Hundreds of thousands of Jews are arriving at Haifa on various steamers from many lands. 
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ance of the Lord Jesus Christ as her 
‘personal Saviour. It was a beautiful and 
fitting climax to our stay in Israel, where 
we had witnessed the return of many 
Jews to their homeland and the open- 
ness of many to receive the New Tes- 
tament and to hear the Gospel of God’s 
grace in Christ Jesus. . 


A Summary of Israel’s History 


And now in this closing chapter let 
me mention the past history of the Chil- 
dren of Israel, and then give glimpses 
of what the Bible reveals about their 
future in the land of their forefathers. 
The past history of the Jews can be 
summarized in two sentences: When 
they kept God’s commandments they en- 
joyed great blessing. When they failed 
to keep God’s laws they suffered terrific 
judgments. 

When Israel’s long-promised Messiah 
appeared, multitudes of the Jews be- 
lieved on Him, but their blind leaders 
rejected Him. He was crucified on Gol- 
gotha’s hill outside the walls of Old 
Jerusalem. There He died for the sins 
of all mankind, and to save all those 
who believe on Him. The third day 
He rose again and ascended into Heaven 
where He is interceding for us, from 
whence He will come again, first for 
His own, and then to rule in Jerusalem 
over Israel and all other nations. 

Swift and terrible judgments followed 
the Jews’ rejection of their Messiah. In 
A.D. 70, Jerusalem was destroyed, the 
Temple was burned, and a million Jews 
were slain. And for nearly two thou- 
sand years the Jews have been wan- 
derers among the nations, without a 
country, without a city, “without a king, 
and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice” (Hos. 3:4). But God has not 
given up Israel! 

God loves the Jews with an everlast- 
ing love. They are His chosen people. 
And today, even though as a nation they 
have not repented of their sin of re- 
jecting their Messiah, yet in His match- 
less mercy and compassion, God is tak- 
ing them back to their ancient homeland, 
I confess that at first we were puzzled 
to know why it was that God was lead- 
ing the Jews back to their land when 
they have not repented of their great 
sin, but are continuing in unbelief. But 
at length we found the answer in the 
Book of Ezekiel. God is bringing them 
back, not for their righteousness, but 
for His name’s honor and glory! Here 
is Ezekiel’s description of what is hap- 
pening today: “Thus saith the Lord 
God; I do not this for your sakes, O 
house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s 
sake, which ye have profaned among 
the heathen, whither ye went... . For 
I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into your own land” 
(Ezek. 36:22, 24). 

As the Jews return to their homeland 
in increasing numbers and make the 
long-barren land to blossom as the rose, 
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there is a certain nation that will envy 
Israel, both for her strategic position 
geographically, and for the wealth she 
will accumulate. More than twenty-five 
hundred years ago the Prophet Ezekiel 
predicted that this northern nation 
would “think an evil thought” against 
the Jews and covet the land and the 
wealth there and determine to take it. 
The name of the aggressor nation is 
indicated quite clearly by the Prophet 
Ezekiel. It is “the land of Magog, the 
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal.” 
Most Bible teachers agree that these an- 
cient names point clearly to Russia. The 
people of that northern confederacy will 
come against the land of Israel. These 
great hordes will descend upon Israel 
with their cavalry “like a storm” and 
with planes, “like a cloud to cover the 
land” (Ezek. 38:2, 8, 9). 

The Prophet Ezekiel tells of the ter- 
rific earthquake that God will send upon 
the invading northern armies which will 
come down to plunder His Chosen Peo- 
ple. The effects of the earthquake de- 
scribed in Ezekiel 38:19 and 20 will be 
more tremendous than those of an atomic 
bomb. 

God’s Word continues: “And I will 
plead against him with pestilence and 
with blood; and I will rain upon him, 
and upon his bands, and upon the many 
people that are with him, an overflowing 
rain, and great hailstones, fire, and 
brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, 
and sanctify myself; and I will be known 
in the eyes of many nations, and they 
shall know that I am the Lord” (Ezek. 
38:22, 23). 


“The Time of Jacob’s Trouble” 


Another event in the future of the 
Jews that is foretold in the Word: of 
God is a period of great tribulation. 
Jeremiah calls it “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble.” “Alas! for that day is great, 
so that none is like it: it is even the time 
of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved 
out of it” (Jer. 30:7). 

According to many Scripture passages, 
a great world-ruler will arise who will 
be the “man of sin,” the Antichrist. He 
will make a seven-year covenant with 
the Jewish nation, and in the midst of 
that time he will break his covenant 
with the Jews. He will set himself up 
as God in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Daniel and the Lord Jesus call it “the 
abomination of desolation” (Dan. 9: 24-27; 
Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:3-10). The or- 
thodox Jews and other godly Jews will 
doubtless refuse to worship this idol. 
And terrible sufferings will be visited 
upon the Jews by their enemies, even 
worse than the terrific sufferings they 
have endured under Hitler. The Prophet 
Daniel says: “And there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same 
time: and at that time thy people shall 
be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book” (Dan. 12:1). 

In Matthew 24:21 and 22, our Lord 


September 23, 1959 





speaks of “great tribulation.” He says 
“For then shall be great tribulation, sug, 
as was not since the beginning of th 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be 
And except those days should be short. 
ened, there should no flesh be saved: 
but for the elect’s sake those days shalj 
be shortened.” 

After the Tribulation, the Lord Jesy; 
Christ will come to judge His enemie; 
and to deliver His Chosen People Israe} 
God will fulfill the promise given tp 
the early disciples, “This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven 
shall so come in like manner as ye haye 
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11: 
Matt. 24:30). This coming of the Lon 
Jesus “in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory” will be the 
greatest and most glorious event in the 
history of the Jews. 

The Prophet Zechariah gives a graphic 
picture of the return of Christ: “Ang 
it shall come to pass in that day, that 
I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem. And I wil] 
pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit 
of grace and of supplications: and they 
shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, 
as one mourneth for his only son, and 
shall be in bitterness for him, as one 
that is in bitterness for his firstborn’ 
(Zech, 12:9, 10). 

As the Jews look upon the pierced 
hands and feet of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
they will be deeply convicted of their 
sin of rejecting Him throughout the long 
centuries of the Christian Era, and will 
“mourn for him as one mourneth for 
his only son” (Zech. 12:9, 10). Then 
their sorrow will be turned into joy as 
they accept Him, with one accord, as 
their Saviour and Messiah —and the 
nation of Israel will be born again in a 
day! Many of the Jews will go forth as 
flaming evangels of God’s Son to all 
nations. 


The Only Hope of World Peace 

Then will begin a period of a thou- 
sand years of unparalleled blessing and 
prosperity for the peoples of the earth. 
It will be the glorious Millennium, the 
golden era, about which the prophets 
have spoken and poets have sung for 
ages past. Christ will reign in Jeru- 
salem over all peoples, and kindreds and 
tribes and tongues. Under His righteous 
rule as absolute monarch there will be 
no more war, 

“And he shall judge among many peo 
ple, and rebuke strong nations afar off; 
and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into prul- 
inghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they leam 
war any more. But they shall sit every 
man under his vine and under his fig 
tree; and none shall make them afraid: 
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken it” (Mic. 4:3, 4). “They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
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mountain: for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9). 

God is working wondrously in Israel 
on behalf of His Chosen People. He is 
taking them back to the land He gave 
to their forefathers to prepare them to 
receive their Messiah. He is doing His 

to bring the Jews back to Himself. 
God grant that each one of those who 
‘yead these lines may do his or her part 
‘to lead the Jews to Christ: 

Let us ask God to give us divine love 
for the Jews. 

“Let us pray earnestly day by day for 
their conversion. 

’ Let us witness to the Jewish people 
ground us, and seek to lead them into 
ithe glorious light of the Gospel. 

Let us give the Word of God to Jews 
in America and Europe; and let us also 
give God’s Word quickly to the thou- 


Christian Singing 
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sands of Jews from many lands who are 
going back to Israel in unbelief. God 
is using His Word to save souls there; 
the Testaments may be a witness to 
many Jews during the Tribulation. We 
will appreciate your co-operation in 
prayer and gifts as we continue to give 
New Testaments to Jews in Israel and 
throughout the world. 

Long ago, God said to His servant 
Abraham, “I will bless them that bless 
thee.” That promise has never been 
revoked. All history has proved its 
truthfulness. Every nation and every 
individual that has blessed the Jews has 
been blessed of God. 

And He will bless you as you love the 
Jews, as you pray for them, as you give 
them God’s Word, and as you seek lov- 
ingly and patiently to lead them to 
Christ ! 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Its place in the worship of God and the testimony of the church 


'N THE preface to “Hymns,” published 

by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship and edited by the writer of this 
article, is the following statement: 

“Singing ‘with the spirit and .. . with 

the understanding also’ (1 Cor. 14:15) 
should imply more than casual enjoyment 
of the exuberance of singing.- And yet, 
too many Christians today are content to 
sing with little appreciation for the mes- 
sage of the song, so long as the tune is 
attractive and easy to sing. 
_ “A song service is usually a haphazard 
affair. Spiritual singing is deemed 
synonymous with loud singing; the more 
volume there is, the more effective the 
song service. Little encouragement is 
Given to the individual who wants ‘to 
‘sing thoughtfully and use the words of 
the hymn or Gospel song as the expres- 
@ion of his own praise, thanksgiving, 
Prayer, or Gospel testimony. 

“To some, however, there has come 
the realization that there is a definite 
Place in the worship of God and in the 
testimony of the church for Christian 


song. Singing for them has become - 


More than casual amusement—it has 
again become effective evangelism, hum- 
‘tle prayer, clear testimony, and heart- 
telt worship.” . 
Hymns are usually classified as ad- 
dressed to God, in praise, adoration, 
thanksgiving, petition; Gospel songs 
@fe addressed to men, in testimony, 
exhortation, admonition, or expressing 
4spiration for spiritual blessing. How 
@fe they best to be used? What is the 
effective way of including them in 
Service of God? 
jgWhen singing a hymn, the words 
mould be used by the one singing as 
Pessing his own worship of God or 
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his own personal testimony. In this way 
he has an opportunity of joining with 
others in this service to God. And in 
a very real way, he enters into the ex- 
perience of the writer of the words and 
makes it his very own. This is singing 
with the Spirit and with the understand- 
ing also. 

The Apostle Paul, in Colossians 3:16, 
notes three categories of songs: psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs. I realize 
that, when this was written, he did not 
have in mind our modern hymns, but 
I would like to follow this division some- 
what. 

Psalms.—The Book of Psalms was the 
hymnbook of the Children of Israel. In 
it we find their aspirations and longings 
for holiness as well as their devotion to 
Jehovah. These Psalms have been set in 
meter and used in the church with real 
blessing. As a matter of fact, there are 
some denominations who will sing noth- 
ing but these Psalms in their praise of 
God. It is a shame that the singing of 
the Psalms is dropping out of our 
churches today. Even the standard 
church hymnals are not including as 
many of them as they once did, and it 
is the rare thing to find a Gospel song 
book that contains even one of them. 
We should be familiar with them and 
use them. 

Hymns.—As has already hooks stated, 
hymns are addressed to God. © Primarily 
they are about Him, and, as we sing 
them, we get completely away from our- 
selves and are truly worshiping Him. 

Worship seems to be a lost art today. 
Some people seem to have the idea that 
if they experience some sort of a strange 
feeling of holiness on the inside of them 
they are worshiping God. I talked with 
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a young theological student once who 
told me that, in a certain church, there 
was a red drape that fell on a blue car- 
pet, and when he went to that church 
he always got a “lift” spiritually by 
noticing the contrast in colors. Such 
emotions can be obtained in a symphony 
program, in an art gallery, watching a 
beautiful sunset, or in a variety of ways. 
It certainly is not worship. 

Worship is heart occupation with God, 
ascribing to Him worthy-ship. As some- 
one has well said, “Worship is thinking . 
God’s thoughts about God’s Son.” 
Hymns are truly an aid to worship as 
we take the words and make them our 
own. Many Christians use them effec- 
tively in their “quiet time,” not as a 
substitute for the Word of God, but as 
a means of expressing more accurately 
their own devotion to God. 

Too much of our singing today is 
about ourselves — “I’m happy,” “I’ve got 
victory,” and so forth, ad infinitum. Very 
little is concerned altogether with God. 
It does us good to get away from our- 
selves and think only of Him. 

Spiritual Songs.—In this connection I 
would like to include Gospel songs. 
There is much loose thinking today in 
connection with such songs. Some think 
that any hymn that has a chorus is a 
Gospel hymn. It may or may not be. 
Others would say that any song that is 
a little “livelier” than the standard 
church hymn is a Gospel song. Again 
it may or it may not be. Strictly speak- 
ing, a Gospel hymn is one that contains 
the message of the Gospel. That is 
defined for us in 1 Corinthians 15 by the 
Apostle Paul, and it is the wondrous 
truth “that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the scriptures; and that he 
was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures.” 
And we need to sing good Gospel hymns, 
for we can in this way make a united 
testimony for the Lord Jesus of our 
salvation through faith in Him. 

Unfortunately, many of the finest Gos- 
pel hymns are not used today. The virile - 
message of the Gospel and the atoning 
work of Christ have given way to a 
soft sentimentality. One has but to turn 
back a few years and read the hymns 
that were used then and compare them 
with the ones in popular use today to 
note this difference. ‘It is a sad com- 
mentary on present-day Christendom. 

There are also many wonderful hymns 
of aspiration that should have a very 
real place in our singing. Some of the 
saints of other days have recorded in 
them their personal, intimate relations 
with God, and they have expressed it 
effectively. In a very real way as we 
sing these hymns, we are making this 
expression our own. 

But some would tell us that unless 
one can fully enter into the experience 
suggested in the hymn that he should 
not sing the hymn. Undoubtedly some, 


(Continued on page 814) 
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LESSON 2. OCTOBER 8. PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO JESUS CHRIST 


Matthew 16:24, 25; Mark 1:16-20; Philippians 1:19-26; printed text, Same 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 


and follow me. 


25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whoso- 
ever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

Mark 1:16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for 


they were fishers. 


17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will 


make you to become fishers of men. 


18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. 
19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were 


in the ship mending their nets. 


20 And straightway he called them: and they left their father 
Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 
this shall turn to my salvation 


Phil. 1:19 For I know that 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

T IS one thing to trust the Lord Jesus 
I as Saviour. It is quite another to 

give Him His rightful place as Lord of 
one’s life. Salvation is by pure grace, 
apart altogether from human merit (Eph, 
2:8, 9; Titus 3:5), but those who have 
been redeemed to God by the blood of 
Christ are called upon to present their 
bodies as living sacrifices, “holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God” (Rom, 12:1). Be- 
cause we are bought with a price, we 
are admonished to glorify God in our 
bodies and in our spirits, which are His 


(1 Cor. 6:20). Our blessed Lord asks 
His disciples to commit themselves 
wholly to His authority. . It has been 


well said, “If He is not Lord of all, He 
is not Lord at all.” Self-interest should 
have no place in the lives of His fol- 
lowers. 

We should not think it a matter of 
hardship thus to come under the control 
of our blessed Lord, but rather as a great 
and glorious privilege to be identified 
with Him in His shame and suffering, as 
we remember that it was for our bless- 
ing that He endured earth’s scorn and 
hatred. To bear the cross after Him 
simply means that we seek to share with 
Him in His rejection by the world and 
recognize our identification with Him in 
His death. The saintly Samuel Ruther- 
ford, when enduring persecution because 
of his faithfulness to his Lord, wrote 
from his prison in Aberdeen, “Christ’s 
cross is to be such a burden as wings 
are to a bird and as fins are to a fish.” 
It was but another way of saying what 
Paul declared so long before: “God for- 
bid that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 


16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 


Golden Text.—To me to live is Christ.—Phil. 1:21 


through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 


20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, 
so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life, or by death. 

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

22 But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet 
what I shall choose I wot not. 


23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 


and to be with Christ; which is far better: 


24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for yoy. 


25 And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and 
continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; 
26 That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ 


for me by my coming to you again. 


“ = < b 


world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world” (Gal. 6:14). .To follow the 
Lord in loyal devotion will often mean 
present suffering and misunderstanding, 
but in the coming day of manifestation 
none will regret that he has endured too 
much for Christ’s name’s sake, and will 
rejoice in that he was counted worthy 
to “follow in His train.” 


The Historical Setting 

Christ’s challenge to His disciples for 
wholehearted devotion followed closely 
upon Peter’s great confession and 
Christ’s rebuke when he failed to recog- 
nize the necessity of His coming cruci- 
fixion. This occurred during our Lord’s 
ministry in the region near Caesarea Phi- 
lippi in the summer of A.D, 29. 

The call of Simon and Andrew and 
James and John took place by the 
Sea of Galilee near Capernaum, in the 
winter of the previous year. 

The Letter to the Philippians was writ- 
ten while Paul was a prisoner in Rome, 
probably in A.D. 64. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 16:24—“Let him deny himself.” 
The path of discipleship is one af con- 
stant self-abnegation. The Lord was pre- - 
paring His followers for the responsi- 
bilities that would be theirs when His 
prophetic words concerning Himself 
were fulfilled. They would be called 
upon to ignore fleshly claims and to take 
up the cross, which meant accepting the 
place of rejection with Him, and thus 
they were to follow in His steps. 

Verse 25.—“Whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it.” He who would think 
to better his condition by avoiding per- 
secution for Christ’s sake, and so to save 
his life, would really lose it; but he who 
was ready even to lay down his life for 
Christ’s sake would keep it unto life 
eternal. Death in this world would be 
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the Inter. 


only the introduction to everlasting 
glory. 

Mark 1:16.—“‘He saw Simon and An- 
drew .. . casting a net into the sea.” 
These brothers had met with Jesus a 
short time before, but had not then been 
called to leave all to follow Him. Now 
they had reached a crisis in their lives, 
when they must make a great decision. 
Observe that it was the Lord Jesus, not 
they, who took the initiative (John 15: 
16). 


Verse 17.—“Come ye after me, and I 
will make you . . . fishers of men.” It 
is a mistake to attempt to apply these 
words to all disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In a special way He selected 
these two, and others later, for a great 
soul-winning ministry. ' But we may be 
assured that all who follow Him faith- 
fully will be used of Him in some way. 


Verse 18.—“Straightway they forsoc 
their nets, and followed him.” Theig 
hearts had already been won for Him. 
Now, when the call came for full-time 
public service, there was no hesitancy 
It is true they had not much to leave, 
but for His name’s sake they turned 
from whatever they had in the way of 
earthly prospects, and He made them 
valiant and competent workmen in the 
great task of winning souls to Himself. 


Verse 19.—“He saw James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother.” These 
also were fishermen, and John, at least, 
had known Jesus before, possibly James 
also. It is evident that the Lord Jesus 
Christ recognized their fervency of spirit 
and the devotion of their hearts to Him- 
self. 

Verse 20.—“Straightway he called 
them: and they left their father ... 
and went after him.” This was a real 
test. They doubtless loved their father, 
Zebedee, intensely, but they put Christ 
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Lesson for October 8 


and His claims first, and so forsook home 
and business for His sake. 

Phil. 1:19, 20—“My salvation through 
your prayer.” These two verses show 
us how Paul relied upon the prayers of 
the people of God, and how encouraged 
he was by the realization that they were 
remembering him in this way, while he 
was in prison for Christ’s sake. He felt 
that it presaged his own deliverance, 
and pointed to the time when he would 
be free again, according to his earnest 
expectation and hope, to preach Christ 
openly and widely if it should be the 
will of God, or else to glorify Him in 
amartyr’s death. He had but one am- 
bition — that Christ Himself should be 
magnified in his body, whether by life 
or by death. 

Verse 21.—“For to me to live is Christ.” 
Christ meant so much to Paul that his 
whole heart was devoted to glorifying 
Him. This should be true of all believers, 
and, if so, it will result in the richest 
possible Christian experience. It implies 
asurrendered will, and the body yielded 
to the Lord who redeemed it, that it 
may be used only to His praise. “To 
die is gain.” Death is no enemy to the 
one to whom Christ is all. To live gives 
opportunity to manifest Christ down 
here; to die is to be with Christ, than 
which nothing could be more precious. 

Verses 22, 23.—“‘What I shall choose I 
wot not.” The apostle himself was in 
adilemma as to which of these he would 
prefer, were the choice left to him. If 
permitted to continue in the body, he 
would have further opportunity of serv- 
ice for Him who had claimed him as 
His own and called him to this ministry, 
On the other hand, he longed “to depart, 
and to be with Christ; which is far bet- 
ter.” His had been a life of toil and 


. Siffering for Christ’s sake, such as only 


a Spirit-sustained man could have en- 
dured without fainting; and as he lay 
in the Roman prison he longed for re- 
lease — a release which would mean to 
be forever with Christ. Labor for 
Christ was sweet, but rest with Christ 
would be sweeter. 

Verse 24—“To abide in the flesh is 
more needful for you.” Paul’s unselfish- 
hess comes out strikingly here. As he 
Weighs everything, he sees the need of 
Ministering to the Church of God rather 
than seeking rest for himself. 

Verses 25, 26—“That your rejoicing 
may be more abundant . by my 
Coming to you again.” It is clear that 
Paul fully expected that the Lord would 
permit him to revisit Philippi, that the 
Tejoicing of the saints there might be 
More abundant on his behalf. They 
Were his children in the faith; as a ten- 
der father he yearned over them and 

) to see them once more be- 
fore closing his earthly ministry. We 
have no record in the Word of God as 
t0 whether this desire was fulfilled, but 

are early church traditions which 


indicate that it was. 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
1. October 1—What Is Christian Liv- 
ing? Matthew 5:1-20; 18:21-35; 
Acts 11:19-26; Romans 12:9-21; 
Philippians 1:27-30; 1 Thessa- 
lonians 5:15-23; James 1:22-27 


Next Week’s Lesson 


3. October 15.—Using the Bible. Psalm 
19:7-11; Acts 8:26-39; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 








The Heart of the Lesson 


Commitment to Jesus Christ involves 
placing oneself entirely at His disposal, 
to be guided and directed by Him 
through the Holy Spirit and the written 
Word of God. A mistake made by many 
is to profess to yield themselves to Christ 
for some special service. It is not for 
us to choose what we should do for Him 
or where we should go. One might, for 
instance, offer himself to the Lord for 
the Christian ministry without being 
called of God for that work, or quali- 
fied to do it. Another might present 
himself to the Lord to go as a foreign 
missionary, who had neither health nor 
ability for such strenuous service. The 
important thing is te be willing to serve 
in whatever capacity Christ Himself may 
choose for us. It often takes much more 
grace to live for Him in some humble, 
hidden place than to launch out in some 
line of public testimony. 


Lesson Outline 


1. The call to discipleship (Matt, 16: 
24, 25) 

2. Chosen to be fishers of men (Mark 
1: 16-20) 

3. Paul, the unselfish servant (Phil, 1: 
19-26) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Fishers of Men. The Lord called the 
four fishermen to become fishers of men. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT setting gives special force to 
our Lord’s statement in Matthew 
16: 247 
2. How does Matthew 16:24 constitute 
part of Christ’s answer to Peter? 
3. What does “deny himself” mean? 
4. What does it mean to “take up one’s 
cross’? 
5. How do we find our life by losing it? 
6. In what sense does Mark 1:16-20 
appropriately follow Matthew 16:25 in 
our lesson? 
7. How do the two incidents in Mark 
1: 16-20 complement each other? 
8. What “salvation” does Paul refer to 
in Philippians 1:19? 
9. How did Paul differ from most of 
us in his attitude to living and dying? 
10. What is the relation of the two 
parts of verse 21? 
(Answers on page 810) 


(9) 805 


He saw that they were expert and dili- 
gent in their work on the Sea of Galilee, 
and He called and ecuipped them for 
higher and nobler service — even to win 
souls for Himself. We are not to con- 
clude from this that all who follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ will become great 
soul-winners. Some are called to serve 
in a much humbler capacity. Some have 
no ability to preach, or even to do ef- 
fective personal work. Each one is called 
to serve in whatever place the Lord puts 
him, even if it be but to suffer for His 
sake. All can participate in the min- 
istry of prayer and thereby be a real 
help to those to whom is committed the 
preaching of the Word. 


Summaries and Applications 

Think what Peter, Andrew, John, and 
James would have missed if they had 
failed to heed the command to leave all 
for Christ’s sake! They gave up the 
fishing business to engage in the greatest 
work ever committed to men — winning 
souls for Christ. 

It may take far greater consecration 
to Christ to remain at home and care for 
an invalid mother or father than to go 
to distant lands to proclaim the Gospel 
to those sitting in darkness and the 
shadow of death. 

In the day of manifestation, when we 
stand at the judgment seat of* Christ, 
we shall be rewarded, not according to 
the amount of work we have done, but 
according to the character of that work. 

Our Lord will never overlook any- 
thing done for love of Himself, no matter 
how insignificant it may appear in the 
eyes of ourselves or of others, 

Winona LAKE, IND. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father, 
we thank Thee for our Saviour’s willing- 
ness to take the least promising of us, 
and for His ability to make us into 
something useful to Thee. May we see 
the folly and sin of keeping our lives in 
our own hands when they could and 
should be entrusted to the strong and 
skillful hands of the Lord Jesus. Bring 
any members of our school who are not 
yet joined to Christ to entrust them- 
selves to Him this very day. May Thy 
Word this day be powerful in bringing 
many to trust and serve Him all over the 
globe. We acknowledge our sins and 
seek Thy pardon and Thy cleansing. 
Lead us this new week in right paths, 
and keep us from every snare of the 
Evil One. Free the slaves of sin, heal 
the sick in body or in mind, clothe the 
naked, feed the hungry, and make us 
Thy servants to minister to the ills of 
men. Give wise and godly men to rule 
the nations, multiply Christian homes 
everywhere, and send the Gospel to 
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those who know it not. We ask all in 


Christ’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A twelve-year-old 
boy once asked a preacher how old one 
had to be before he could become a 
Christian. “My little friend,” came the 
reply, “you must be old enough to know 





HE @AVES ME 
I ERVE HIM 


the Lord Jesus came to save you, and 
to tell Him He can have you to be His 
own.” “T’ll tell Him so right now,” said 
the boy; and he did; and those who knew 
him as the years passed saw the differ- 
ence in his life. 

When Simon and Andrew left their 
fishing to follow Jesus they were tell- 
ing the Lord, by that act, that He could 
have them to be His own. This is what 
makes a real Christian, entrusting your- 
self to Christ to be His. It is not tak- 
ing an easy path. Our Lord said it 
meant denying ourselves and taking up 
our cross. Some people hesitate, saying 
there’s too much to give up in making 
such a thorough commitment to Christ. 
But God loved us enough to give His 
Son to die for us. If He loves us, will 
He ask us to give up anything that is 
for our good? And would we wish to 
keep anything that is not for our good? 
Then why not come to Christ at once? 
It means more than just believing the 
facts about Christ. It is that plus com- 
mitting yourself to Him to be His. Have 
you thus trusted yourself to the Saviour 
that He may be yours and you may be 











His? If not, make this the great day of 
your personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross” (Matt. 16:24).—What a shock 
these words must have given Peter! For 
after the Lord had said He was going 
up to Jerusalem to suffer and be killed 
and rise again (v. 21), Peter took Him 
aside and rebuked Him (imagine !), and 
said, “Lord: this shall not be unto thee.” 
He did not want the Lord to go to the 
cross — although that was the climax of 
His mission in the world. So the Lord 
revealed that all those who would really 
be His followers, His disciples, should, 
if necessary, submit to a shameful and 
painful death — for that is what the cross 
symbolizes. According to tradition, Peter 
was crucified. He begged to be cruci- 
fied head downward, as he did not feel 
worthy to be crucified in exactly the 
same manner as the Lord. 

We should praise God for each person 
in that noble army of Christian martyrs 
who did take up his cross and follow 
the Lord even unto death, In some coun- 
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tries, the cross still means a horrible 
death for the faithful follower of the 
Lord. But public opinion in this coun- 
try is against the killing of Christians. 
However, if we live godly, there is still 
some persecution to suffer. 

I recently read of a soldier, a stalwart, 
who had been a prize fighter in his 
unsaved days. He was a terror to his 
regiment, but God saved him. Some of 
his buddies began to ridicule him, and one 
of them went so far as to throw some hot 
soup over him, The whole company gazed 
in almost breathless silence, expecting to 
see the offender mercilessly beaten. But 
after the converted man tore open his 
clothes and wiped his scalded breast, he 
said, “This is what I expected when I 
became a Christian!” What are we ex- 
pecting —a bed of roses? 

“Come . . I will make you... 
fishers of men” (Mark 1:17).—Simon 
and Andrew knew how to ¢atch literal 
fish, but the Lord made them fishermen 
of a far higher order. From then on 
they would catch men with the bait of 
the Gospel. The Lord would have His 
present-day followers catch men for 
Him. Could there be a more noble 
calling? 
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When a preacher was asked what he 
preached about on Sunday, he answered, 
“I preached about Andrew, and found 
him a most interesting character.” 

“What was there about him that was 
remarkable?” 

“Well, I do not suppose you would cal] 
him a great man, but the significant 
thing about him was that every time he 
is mentioned in Scripture, he was in- 
troducing someone to Jesus.” This is 
something any one of us can do, 

“For to me to live is Christ” (Phil, 1: 
21).—The apostle had life in Christ, for 
he could say, “Christ, who is our life” 
(Col. 3:4); but in our text he is not ex. 
pounding Christian doctrine but relating 
his personal experience. Christ was his 
aim, motive, object, and business. 

One dear saint of God said, “I cannot 
—cannot live without the man Christ 
Jesus.” 

When Lord Tennyson was Poet Laure- 
ate, he was walking one day with a 
friend in his garden talking on subjects 
of public interest of that time. The 
poet’s friend was a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and sought, as opportunity 
offered, to testify for Him. Pausing for 
a moment in their conversation, he took 
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“COME YE AFTER ME, 
AND | WILL MAKE 
YOU TO BECOME 
FISHERS OF MEN? 
(MARK 1:17) 










The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


churches. He may be ad 





at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29 
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Lesson for October 8 


the poet by the arm and quietly asked, 
“What do you think of Christ?” Tenny- 
gon pointed to a flower blooming in all 
its beauty by the pathway, and said, “As 
the sun is to that flower, so is the Son 
of God to me!” : 

“To depart, and to be with Christ; 
which is far better” (Phil. 1:23).—Dr. 
Weymouth didn’t consider one “far” suf- 
ficient in this text, so he rendered it, 
“ar, far better.” Superlatives cannot 
express the blessedness of being with 
Christ. The apostle entertained no no- 
tion of soul-sleeping. He was “confident 
_,, and willing rather” to be absent 
from the body and at home with the 
Lord (2 Cor. 5:8). 

Stephen was martyred over 1,900 years 
ago. While being stoned, he “looked up 
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God.” He said, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” Can anyone im- 
agine the Lord Jesus keeping Stephen 
waiting nearly 2,000 years for the answer 
tothat fervent prayer? Ah, no — as soon 
as Stephen was killed, his spirit was re- 
ceived by the Lord Jesus. 

Invariably when I write in this strain, 
[hear from some readers charging me 
with ignorance of what the Bible actu- 
ally teaches on the subject. I seek to 
remind them that the Apostle Paul said, 
"To die is gain,” then ask: “How could 
death be gain to a man as active as was 
the Apostle Paul, if death meant total 
unconsciousness in the grave for over 
1900 years? The believer’s body sleeps 
in the grave, but his spirit and soul are 
with the Lord. When the Lord comes 
again, He will bring the spirits and souls 
of the departed saints with Him. He 
will raise their bodies; then reunited 
spirit and soul and body, they will not 
only be with the Lord, but they will be 
like Him” (1 Thess. 4: 13-18; 1 John 3:2). 

When saintly Samuel Rutherford was 

g, he said: “I am in the happiest 
Christ is 
mine, and I am His; and there is noth- 
ing now between me and resurrection 
extept — Paradise.” 


Wawona, Cauir, 
Ww 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there are two proposals 

‘bidding for your life. Your life is 
thé most precious thing you have; it 
isin your hands to dispose of just as 
you choose. There is a striking contrast 
in the two bids. 

One bidder is Jesus Christ; the other 
isthe Devil. At first view Satan's pro- 
posal seems much more reasonable and 
much more attractive. Satan knows 
your weakness, your love of self-indul- 

nee, your fear of hardship, and he 

Bhs approaches you from that angle. 


mi 
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He says: “String along with me, pal, 
and I'll give you a good time. You don’t 
have to ‘cut out’ anything you like, or 
make any pledges; you just follow the 
line of least resistance; do what you like, 
and skip the rest. And I don't ask you 
to give me anything in advance. I don't 
even ask you to quit reading your Bible, 
or saying your prayers, or going to Sun- 
day school and church to please your 
parents or to appease your conscience. 
All I ask is to give me a tiny little corner 
in your heart. I’m reasonable.” That is 
what they call “infiltration.” 


While I am writing this, reports from 
Korea tell how the enemy is slipping 
into the American lines in disguise as 
noncombatants and as friends. That is 
Satan’s strategy. When he gets into that 
tiny little corner he begins to spread; 
starts you in a bad habit, or some prac- 
tice that you would have shunned be- 
fore. And with each bad habit (or it 
may be only one) you begin to leave 
off the good ones—Bible reading, 
prayer, Sunday school, church. It is so 
easy to follow Satan’s program; indeed, 
you do not have to bother with a pro- 
gram — you just drift. Satan’s progress 
in enslaving you is so subtle, so unob- 
trusive, so pleasant, that you are not 
conscious of being slowly bound, hand 
and foot, mind and heart, until one day 
you awaken to the fact that you are 
wholly in his power. You are like a 
poor fly securely warped into the 
spider’s web. Then the Devil has a 
good laugh. 

The proposal that Jesus makes is quite 
different. It is startling at first, and 
seems unreasonable; for He asks for 
nothing less than your life— your whole 
life. That is what He asked of Peter and 
Andrew, as He drew up alongside them 
at the seashore where they were about 
to cast their nets into the sea. Jesus 
said to them: “Come ye after me, and 
I will make you to become fishers of 
men. And straightway they forsook their 
nets, and followed him.” They could not 
carry their nets with them, so in order 
to follow, they had to leave their nets 
—and everything that seemed necessary 
to life. 


Do you suppose they are sorry, now, 
that they did it? Can you imagine Peter 
and Andrew in Glory wishing they had 
clung to their nets? No, indeed, I can 
see them smile at the absurdity of it. 
And, fellows, this is the reason: as soon 
as you give your life to Jesus Christ, 
He begins giving it right back to you 
in something far more satisfying than 
anything you ever knew before. 


Perhaps that is hard for you to be- 
lieve. It will always be hard to believe 
until you try it. No fellow can sit down 
in the enclosure of his unsurrendered 
life and get the faintest idea of what 
the joy of whole life service to Jesus is. 
And by “whole life service” I do not 
mean necessarily becoming a minister 
or a missionary. It is a great privilege, 
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and very wonderful, if you are called to 
that high service; but I know many lay- 
men who are hardworking business or 
professional men, but giving their whole 
life just as truly as if they were min- 
isters of the Gospel. The thing to do is 
to be willing to separate yourself from 
anything that holds you back, put your 
life — your whole life stripped of every- 
thing —in His hands and let Him de- 
cide your course. Believe me, it will 
be a happy one, I know. I pledge you 
my word that I have never given up 
anything for Him, but what He has 
given me back tenfold—in some cases 
a hundredfold. (See Mark 10:29, 30.) 
That is literally true. 

Satan asks little; takes all. Jesus asks 
all—gives back a hundredfold, plus 
eternal life! 

Fontana Dao, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The Illustration Round Table 


a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must — — Times three 
months in advance of th son, and should 
not be clip from cartier “illustration Round 
.~ 9 ce is given to illustrations 
rinted lesson text. Readers are asked 
to iiesit” the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


“Not I, but Christ.”—To me to live is 
Christ’ (Phil. 1:21, Golden Text). 
Christ lives in me! Oh, wondrous truth 
that I 
A temple of the living God should be; 
Though so unworthy, yet by grace divine 
He condescends to come and dwell in 
me. 


“Not I, but Christ”; 
heart, 
Since all my guilt and sin He took away, 
And I am crucified with Him, my Lord, 
Set free from self that He might have 
His way. 


*tis He who rules my 


“To me to live is Christ’; He’s all in all; 
And now my prayer through all my life 
shall be, 
That others who may pass my way shall 
see, 
My blessed Lord — His life lived out in 
me. 


—Elsie D. Packard. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 
Prize illustration. 


Everything but Self.—If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself 
(Matt. 16:24). A minister made this 
statement regarding his personal experi- 
ence in the Christian life: “Campbell 
Morgan came to this country and 
preached one sermon that destroyed 
forty years of my sermons. I had been 
preaching on the duty of sacrifice — 
denying things to ourselves. In our own 
family we did without this and that, 
giving the money in some way that God 
might bless. Campbell Morgan said that 
what we needed to give up was not 
things but self. We had given up every- 
thing under the sun but self. Our giv- 
ing had made us proud of our humility. 
It is exceedingly hard to surrender self 
for crucifixion—From the Expositor. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


When a Young Jew Found Him.— 
Whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it (Matt. 16:25). Jacob Gar- 
tenhaus began preparation for the rab- 
binate at the tender age of three in a 
strict Jewish home. This was followed 
by further training in the strictest Jew- 
ish institutions under private tutors. But 
the very strictness of the discipline de- 
feated its purpose, for all work and no 
play flouted the arrangement and 
launched the lad upon the sea with the 
helmsman bearing his ship straight for 
America, for was it not the land of gold? 
A brother followed him all the way to 
Austria to win him for Christ, and later 
several members of his family traveled 
the same five thousand miles to try to 
take him away from Christ. At the 
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Moody Bible Institute he prepared for 
missionary work. . While in the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
an uncle and aunt offered him $10,000 in 
cash to start him off in business if he 
would renounce Christianity. “No,” he 
said, “not for $100,000!” “But,” said his 
uncle, “although you will not hear me, 
you will listen to your mother.” So he 
had her come on. Then, in the midst 
of his relatives he was subjected to un- 
believable pressure to apostatize. ... 
But for the love of Christ he spurned 
the lure of wealth and broke the tender 


- ties that bound him to his family, for 


he had found Him of whom Moses and 
the prophets did write. In season and 
out of season, he has preached Christ 

. by voice and pen, until many con- 
verts have been won from Jewry to 
Christ.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Good Bait.—Fishers (Mark 1:17). How 
many have been led to seek Christ 
through the kindness of a believer! It 
is good bait for the Lord’s fishermen. 
“A Sunday school worker hurried down 
the streets of Chicago one day on his 
way to school, and he noticed a little 
baby being held at the window by one 
of the family. He turned toward the 
baby and smiled. The baby smiled back. 
The next Sunday the baby was there, 
and again he smiled and waved his hand, 
The next Sunday there were several at 
the window with the baby watching for 
him to pass, and again he smiled and 
waved. Someone from the house fol- 
lowed him and saw him turn in to the 
Sunday school. The next Sunday some 
of the children appeared at the school, 
and finally the whole family were won 
for Christ.”"—From the Christian Herald, 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


Because It Hindered Him.—Straight- 
way they forsook their nets, and fol- 
lowed him (Mark 1:18). At the corner 
of a table in the kitchen of a common 
lodging house is a blind man. He tells 
me he is downcast because someone has 
stolen his overcoat from a peg in the 
kitchen. “They know I cannot see, and 
some rotter has robbed me of my coat.” 
“Rob a blind man!” I exclaim. “Surely, 
no one would be so mean!” The blind 
man replies, “They would rob their own 
mothers in this place.” I sympathize, 
and tell him of the blind man of whom 
we read in the Scriptures, who also lost 
his overcoat. “Did he have it stolen?” 
he asks. I answer that he did not have 
it stolen, but that he threw it away. 
“What for?” is the surprised inquiry. 
“Because it hindered him from coming 
to Jesus,” I reply. Then I picture the 
scene as Bartimzus is called by Jesus, 
casts away his garment, and responds 
(Mark 10:50). After drawing the ob- 
vious lesson of letting nothing hinder 
our response to the call of Christ, I take 
the blind man out of the kitchen, and 
among the clothing which I have brought 
with me find an overcoat to fit him. 
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His gratitude is touchingly expressed. 
“Thank you for the coat,” he says, “byt 
even more for telling me about the bling 
man who threw away his coat that he 
might go to Jesus quickly.”—From gq 
London City missionary, in “Let the 
People Hear!” Sent by Elisabeth Ed. 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Seen Through the Doctor.—So. , . 
Christ shall be magnified in my body 
(Phil. 1:20). A Navajo woman was taken 
to a hospital in a dying condition. She 
was tenderly cared for for some time, 
Finally, when she seemed on the road 
to life again, the missionary, in simple 
words presented the claims of Christ for 
some time, but there was no answer, 
The woman lay there perfectly quiet, 
but it was evident that she was thinking 
things over. After some little time the 
door at the end of the ward opened and 
the doctor looked in just to make sure 
that everything was all right with his 
patient. She looked up and her bright 
eyes expressed the gratitude she felt as 
she softly replied in the liquid tongue 
of the Navajos, “If Jesus is anything 
like the doctor, I can trust Him forever.” 
She had seen Christ magnified in a man, 
and her heart was won.—F rom “IIllustra- 
tions of Bible Truth,” by H. A. Ironside. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N.Y. 


His Choice Is Best.—Yet what I shall 
choose I wot not (Phil, 1:22). 


What shall I choose? For I am in a strait! 
To stay or go? 
To serve Christ here? Or shall I go to Him 
Who loves me so? 
In spirit I'm already where He is; 
Yet still I tread a thorny wilderness; 
Here is my work; my life is hid up there 
With Christ, whose present portion I 
would share. 
Yet I will leave the final choice with Him: 
To take me Home, 
If I shall hear His voice and trump and 
shout 
When He has come; 
Or first, some day to close my tired eyes, 
To open them again in Paradise! 
Falling asleep beneath the Father's kiss, 
And wake to rapture and eternal bliss. 


Yes, come what may, His choosing is the 
best, 
To go or stay! 
To fall asleep, or wait until He comes 
Some glorious day ! 
To walk with Him in Eden, side by side, 
Or for His testimony to abide; 
Whatever be the suffering here, and pain, 
For me to live is Christ, to die -is gain. 
—From verses by Dr. Maz I. Reich, as 
he faced the operation which brought 
his earthly sojourn to an end. Sent by 


Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
+ 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson: for October 8 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


GIVING OURSELVES TO CHRIST 


OMETIMES we hear people say that 

Christianity is not much different 
from other great religions of the world. 
People who talk that way show that they 
do not understand the heart of Chris- 
tianity at all. Frequently they have not 
studied other religions much either. 

There are a number of ways in which 
Christianity is different from all other 
religions. Here is one of the most im- 
portant: Christianity is centered in a 
living person. A man can be a Buddhist 
if he takes a vegetarian vow and obeys 
the rules and regulations of that re- 
ligion. But adopting Christian stand- 
ards does not make any man a Chris- 
tian. No one can become a Christian 
without first coming into personal con- 
tact with Christ Himself. There is a 
personal love and a personal relationship 
between Christ and the Christian that® 
cannot be duplicated by any other re- 
ligion on earth. If a Mohammedan is 
reading the Koran and comes to some- 
thing he does not understand, he can- 
not stop and ask Mohammed to reveal 
it to him. Mohammed is dead; but Christ 
is alive. Christians call upon the Lord 
Jesus many times a day and He answers, 
because He is alive. 

People who have never met the Lord 
Jesus sometimes call themselves Chris- 
tians, but they are deceiving themselves, 
The Bible recognizes as Christians only 
those who have been born again. A 
Christian is one who has recognized that 
he is a sinner, unfit for the presence of 
a holy God. He believes that Christ 
died for his sins and that He rose again. 
And he has accepted the Lord Jesus as 
his own personal Saviour. 

When a person comes to Christ like 
that, he receives eternal life as a free 
gift. If someone gives you something, 
how do you feel? (Grateful, and like 
giving something in return.) You are 
both right. The Lord Jesus gave His 
life for us that we might have eternal 
life. How does that make us feel? 
(Like giving our lives to Him.) And. 
that is the normal thing for every Chris- 
tian to do. There is reason to doubt 
the salvation of anyone who does not 
want to live for Christ. If someone 
tisked his life to save you from drown- 
ing you would want to do something for 
him, would you not? To be saved from 
drowning is great, but to be saved from 
hell is a thousand times more wonderful. 
The Lord Jesus did not risk His life for 
us, He gave His life for us. Before He 
left Heaven to come to earth, He knew 
He would have to die if we were to 
Teceive eternal life. And yet He came! 
How can we truly believe this and then 
live just to please ourselves? 

Matthew 16:24 and 25 is a message to 
those who belong to Christ. As we read 

r, notice that verse 24 shows 
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a decision that must be made, and verse 
25 gives us a good reason for making 
it. The question comes to every Chris- 
tian: Are you going to go on pleasing 
yourself as you used to do, or are you 
now going to live for Christ? 

We should all choose to live for Christ 
just because we love Him and appreciate 
a little bit all that He did for us. But 
the Lord knows that our love is some- 
times weak, and so in verse 25 He shows 
us another reason why we should live 
for Him. 

Each of us has only one life to in- 
vest. We cannot hoard it. It will go 
by, no matter what we do. If we choose 
to spend our lives according to our own 
ideas, they will go by and we shall have 
nothing left.- We will look back when 
it is too late and say sorrowfully, “I 
have wasted my life.” If we give our 
lives to Christ, they will be spent just 
as truly, but there will be a glorious 
harvest. Instead of useless regret we 
will be able to look back and say tri- 
umphantly, “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 

Our next Scripture is about the call 
of four of the disciples. Turn to Mark 
1:16 to 20. The last passage pointed us 
to the heavenly reward for following 
Christ. This Scripture tells of one in 
this present life. Find it in verse 17. 
(To be: made fishers of men.) I did not 
realize what a wonderful promise this 
is until I was about the age of you girls. 
Then the Lord gave me the joy of point- 
ing another girl to Christ. It was the 
greatest thrill I had ever had. She was 
going to live forever in Heaven, instead 
of in hell! I was so happy I hardly 
knew what to do. I remember saying 
to the Lord, “I would rather win souls 
to Thee than do anything else in all 
the world. There is more joy in that 
than in all the parties, picnics, and story- 
books that ever were or that ever could 
be!” I covet for you girls the present 
joy that the followers of Jesus Christ 
have in winning souls as well as the 
eternal joy that is the portion of all His 
faithful servants. You girls who have 
had that privilege know what I am talk- 
ing about. 

Our last passage is Philippians 1:20 to 
26. This is the Apostle Paul speaking 
by inspiration. Here we see the satis- 
fied state of a man who gavé his whole 
life to the Lord Jesus. Read verse 20, 
and see what he was hoping for. (That 
Christ would be magnified in him.) Notice 
that this was no vain hope. He ex- 
pected it to be realized, and undoubtedly 
it was. Read verses 21 to 23. Paul was 
happy on earth living for Christ. He 
knew that he would be still happier 
when he went to be with Him in Heaven, 
Death has no terrors for a person like 
that. Read verses 24 to 26 to see what 
the great apostle was to do next. (Keep 
on living for Christ.) 
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The Christ whom Paul had received 
as Saviour was Lord of his life. When 
Paul had a decision to make, he did 
not say, “What do I want to do?” He 
said, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” Do you suppose Paul ever regret- 
ted turning his life over to Christ? 
Do you suppose he regrets it now? 
What are you girls going to do? Are 
you going to hang onto your life and 
then realize too late that it was wasted? 
Or are you going to give yourself un- 
reservedly to your Lord? Think of 
what you cost Him, and you will cry out, 

“Had I ten thousand hearts to give, 

Lord, they should all be Thine.” 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture 
A New Way for the Fishermen (Mark 1:16-20) 


F A Living for Jesus Club was organ- 

ized last Sunday, the governor may 
open the meeting by having all repeat 
John 13:35, last Memory Verse, in uni- 
son, then call on each disciple (Dis- 
ciple Sally, Disciple Pete, etc.) to report 
his success in loving one another by 
returning good for evil. The scribe will 
place a seal on the lower half of the 
fifth page of the notebooks for Sundays 
present. Christian flag seals would be 
appropriate.1 The treasurer will report 
how the fund for notebooks is coming. 
Perhaps the committee on songs will be 
ready to report. (Suggestions: “Living 
for Jesus,” by Chisholm, in many song- 
books; younger children might like “I 
belong to Jesus, He bought me on the 
tree,” in Salvation Songs for Children, 
Number Two.) Pins in blue and white 
with the words, “Living for Jesus,” may 
be secured at a reasonable price. The 
storyteller may give the Bible story for 
the new lesson (Mark 1:16-20) before 
the teacher takes over. 

Four fishermen were busy with their 
nets—just as busy as you are when 
playing! But they could stop long 
enough to listen to the Lord Jesus. 
They could even leave to follow Him 
and do what He said. You had to 
leave something last week, if you |lis- 
tened to the Lord’s words, “Love one 
another.” You had to leave your 
grudges and meanness. What happened 
when Chaco in last week’s story left 
his grudge against Mbula and treated 
him with love? Yes, he brought Mbula 
to know the Lord Jesus. Wasn't that 
wonderful? He became a fisher of a boy, 
didn’t he? If you showed love -instead 
of meanness last week, you may be able 
to do some fishing this week and bring 
a new boy or girl to Sunday school — 





1 Fifteen cents a box of 100 at Christian sup- 
ply stores. 

2David C. Cook Pub. Co., 
for 15 cents. 
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you may follow Jesus and become a 
fisher of men! 

Shall I tell you of two Chinese chil- 
dren who were fishing, and of the queer 
fish they caught? Then one of the Lord’s 
fishermen caught the two Chinese fisher- 
children! (This is the story of “Lo’s 
Catch,” from Standard “Missionary Pict- 
O-Graph Stories.” 3 You might conclude 
the story by asking, “After Lo and Mai 
came to school and learned about the 
Lord ‘Jesus, how many more boys and 
girls from the houseboats do you suppose 
they caught for the Lord?”) 

On the first page of your notebooks 
finish the F with “Following Jesus to 
become fishers of men.” If you do not 
follow the Lord Jesus by doing what 
He says, you cannot expect to become 
a good fisherman for Him. Count care- 
fully, or better still, in the corner, num- 
ber your notebook pages to 15. Now 
find page 8, and write as title: 

Following Jesus 

to become 

Fishers of men 
Copy the Memory Verse, John 14:15. As 
your Living-for-Jesus promise this week, 
think of one or more people you want 
to bring to Sunday school. You may 
also think of some of the Lord’s rules 
(commandments) you need to keep if 
you are to follow Him so He can use 
you. If you act hateful and horrid, I’m 
sure your fish will swim right away from 
you, and you won't catch them! Next 
Sunday you may draw a fishhook by 
the name of each person you bring to 
Sunday school. Close with the chorus, 
“I will make you fishers of men.” 





*Standard Pub. Co., Cincinnati 10; $1. 

If making the backgrounds seems too dif- 
ficult, use colored yarn or several strands of 
daring cotton on any plain-colored back- 
ground to show essential lines. For instance, 
for this story, Scenes A and B, use blue yarn 
for the river line and green for the hills. Com- 
bine Scenes C and D, omitting the wall, and 
have all action take place at the door of the 
building. If you wish, outline a road lead- 
ing to the door by two strands of yarn. 
Another suggestion: watch for pictures of 
men or women of the right size to be the 
missionaries in other stories. The set in- 
cludes only one white man and woman. I 
happened to have a woman standing back-to, 
with arms folded. Placing the baby with 
the head showing above her shoulders made 
it look as if she were holding the baby. 
Place figure 27 so it covers the baby of fig- 
ure 26. 


Orono, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AST week we talked about forgive- 

ness, and today our subject is Obe- 
dience. ‘Our Memory Verse tells us why 
we should obey Christ. “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments.” When Jesus 
walked by the Sea of Galilee and called 
to James and John and Peter and An- 
drew to follow Him, they obeyed Him — 
not when they got ready, but “straight- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


way.” That means right now, at once. 
Did you ever hear of a child who always 
said, “Yes, Mother,” when he was told 
to do something, and then sat still and 
went right on reading the story he was 
reading when she called? Oh, yes, you 
have. Would you call that obedience? 
Maybe I’m old-fashioned, but I don’t 
call it that. 

As I watch children, that seems to be 
the general way of obeying. Most chil- 
dren do not refuse to obey, they just 
obey when they get ready. Do you re- 
member some men who wanted to follow 
Jesus, but one wanted to go and bury 
his father first? We don’t read that he 
ever followed Jesus. The Lord wants 
obedience now. If we are to obey His 
commandments, we must give up our 
way and do His way. 

Children who obey their parents are 
much more apt to obey the Lord than 
those who want their own way. Parents 
are more to blame than children, if the 
children are not obedient. They should 
have been taught obedience from their 
birth. But even disobedient children 
can learn to follow the Lord and obey 
Him, so no child should be discouraged. 

Do you know why children do not 
obey their parents? Because they do 
not love their father and mother as much 
as they love their own way. And that is 
just why they do not obey the Lord’s com- 
mands. Our Memory Verse today gives us 
the key to disobedience. It is lack of 
love. A child says, “I love you, Mother,” 
and then fails to mind when spoken to. 
How much does that child love the 
mother? 

Many children, most children perhaps, 
have never thought of disobedience in 
this way. They think it is not important 
to obey at once, or even to obey at all. 
The command of the parent is not fair, 
they think, from their standpoint. But 
most parents command with a view to 
the child’s best interests. 

How many times we read of a child’s 
being killed because he went to a place 
or did something he had been warned 
against! It is a dangerous thing not to 
obey, and do it at once. There have 
been many illustrations of this in our 
daily papers. There are the stories of 
the children who died because of disobe- 
dience, and many others of children 
whose lives were saved in great danger 
because they did exactly as they were 
told. 

Jesus gave several commandments that 
all of us seem to skip. What about “Love 
one another,” “Love your enemies,” “Do 
good to them that hate you,” “Give to 
him that asketh thee,” “Judge not, that 
ye be not judged”; what of these com- 
mandments? Many people, even grown 
Christians, seem to think these are just 
suggestions from the Lord that they can 
overlook; but they are commands to be 
obeyed. 

In the Old Testament we read about 
Saul, the first king of Israel. He was 
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a fine, handsome young man, and the 


people were thrilled to have such a king, 
He started out very well, and it seemed 
as if he might make a good king, but 
he had one terrible fault — he had never 
learned to obey, and so he did not obey 
God. 

Something else often follows disobe. 
dience, and that is lying. The person has 
to tell a lie to cover up his disobedience 
—or try to cover it up. Saul failed to 
destroy wicked people and their flocks 
and cattle as God had told him to do. 
But when Samuel came to his camp, he 
rushed out to greet him and told him 


. he had done just what God had told him. 


But Saul forgot about the sheep. Sheep 
at home in their own pasture are very 
quiet,. but sheep frightened and dis- 
turbed, bleat and make a lot of noise. 
Samuel said to him, “Saul, if you have 
obeyed the Lord, what means the bleat- 
ing of the sheep?” Samuel knew Saul 
had lied because the poor frightened 
sheep told him. And because Saul dis- 
obeyed God and lied about it, God told 
him he could no longer be king, and 
Samuel anointed David to take his place. 
Saul was one of the saddest men in all 
the Bible, because he did not obey God. 

What are you boys and girls going to 
do about it? Will you ask the Holy 
Spirit to help you to be obedient, and 
do what the Lord Jesus tells you? Things 
will not always be easy. God may call 
some of you children to go to faraway 
lands to tell others about Christ and His 
death for them. He may call you to give 
up chances to be rich and famous, to be 
humble preachers of the Gospel. He 
may ask hard things of you even while 
you are children, but He always gives 
strength to obey, so don’t dare to refuse 
Him. Remember Saul! 

FELTON, CALIF, 


we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 805) 
1. Peter’s rebuke of Christ when He 
spoke about His approaching death (vs. 
21, 22). 


2. It actually declared: Not only is 


‘the cross for Me, the Master, but there 


is also a cross for all who would follow 
Me. 

3. Not to do without something, but 
to deny self, to renounce the claims of 
self in order that the claims of Christ 
may be realized. 

4. Not to endure patiently something 
which you cannot avoid, but to accept 
gladly a situation which. means death 
to self, for Christ’s sake. 

5. The renunciation of selfish aims, 
ambitions, and the like, opens the way 
to the realization of God’s loving pur- 
pose which is our true life. (See Gal. 
2: 20.) 

6. As an excellent example, These men 
threw away their life as fishermen and 
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found their true life as fishers of men. 


7. The first shows the cost of following 
Christ in terms of things; the second, in 
terms of personal attachments. 

§, Not salvation in the evangelical 
sense, nor the granting of his life, but 
deliverance from fear when he stands be- 
fore Caesar. 

9, We need strong reasons to make us 
willing to go; Paul needed strong rea- 
sons to make him willing to stay (vs. 
23, 24). 

10. The second statement depends for 
its validity on the truth of the first. You 
cannot separate them. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
we 


A Worthy Cause in France 


NE of the pleasant and profitable ex- 

periences of the Editor’s travels in 
Europe this past summer was the warm 
Christian fellowship which he enjoyed 
with the leaders of the Bible Institute 
at Nogent-sur-Marne, near Paris. He did 
not visit the Institute, but met these 
friends at Beatenberg and Morges, Swit- 
wrland. The Institute was founded many 
years ago by the well-known evangelist, 
teacher, and writer, Pastor Reuben Sail- 
lens, and is carried on today by his three 
daughters, Mademoiselle Saillens, Ma- 
dame Blocher, and Madame Wargenau; 
and by his grandson., Mons. Jacques 
Blocher, by Mons. Marcel Nicole, and 
others. They are also responsible for 
the Christian convention held each year 
at Morges on the shore of Lake Geneva. 
The Editor can highly recommend the 
spoken and written ministry of these 
Christian leaders, their sound teaching 
at the Bible Institute and at Morges, and 
he is glad to-_publish the following letter: 


Dear Mr, Editor: 

We are very grateful to THe SuNDAY 
Schoo. Trumes for the excellent review 
which it has given of the biography, 
“Ruben et Jean Saillens” [June 17 and 
24, 1950]. It is desirable that the mem- 
ory of God’s servants be conserved. Their 
works may still follow them, and be very 





From several quarters people are ask- 
ing us for the books of R. Saillens, which 
have been out of print since the war. To 

blish them it would require capi- 
which we do not have. There is such 
aneed for Christian literature in France 
we are sure the books would sell. 
But it must not be forgotten that there 
are not even a million French-speaking 
ts, and that the publication of 
ks, however excellent they 

be, cannot in any case be a paying 

g. 

We are asking God to lay upon the 
hearts of His children on the other side 
the ocean, who have been so willing 
help us up to the present, to give 
serious consideration to this important 
matter. 

With th 


i assurance of our gratitude 
wishes in the Lord, I am, sin- 
yours, 
M. WarGENAU-SAILLENS, 
39 Grande Avenue, 
» Nogent-sur-Marne (Seine), France. 
re 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Lange’s Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures (Genesis). By John Peter 
Lange. (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $3.95.) The Lange series 
of commentaries is one of the best that 
ever has been published. It appeared 
before the scholarly publications of 
Germany had been greatly affected by 
the Higher Criticism. 

Most Christians are aware of the evil 
effects of German destructive criticism 
and how it has overturned faith in the 
Word of God in country after country. 
However, in addition to these positive 
effects there is a negative effect which is 
not so well known. That is the effect it 
had in slowing down and hindering the 
work of evangelical German scholarship. 
In the 19th century there were many 
godly German scholars who were thor- 
ough believers in the Word. of God who 
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did splendid, careful work in the inter- 
pretation of the Scripture. In numerous 
phases of Bible study these men made 
contributions of great value. 

An outstanding German scholar of 
this type was John Peter Lange, who 
was born in Prussia in 1802 and died in 
1884. After spending a number of years 
in the pastorate, he became a professor 
of theology. He was always greatly in- 
terested in the Word of God and he was 
evangelical in his viewpoint. His mind 
was very original. He has been called 
one of the most fertile authors of the 
19th century. There was a marked 
poetic strain in all his writings. He 
wrote many beautiful Christian poems 
in German, and his poetic sense is evi- 
dent throughout his writings. Lange op- 
posed the rationalistic attitude of Strauss 
toward the life of Christ. In answer to 
it he wrote a “Life of Christ” which is 
still of real value. 

Between 1857 and 1876 Lange issued an 
extensive commentary on the whole 
Bible. He himself wrote many sections, 
including the commentaries on Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Matthew, 
Mark, John, Romans, James, and Reve- 
lation. 

The noted American theologian, Philip 
Schaff, undertook the translation of 
Lange’s Commentary into English. He 
assigned different books to different 
authors, asking them to make additions 
to Lange’s work, and to rearrange the 
material for convenience of use. Thus 
each chapter has first a discussion of 
textual problems. Then comes a portion 
entitled, “Exegetical and Critical,” which 
deals with the precise interpretation of 
the meaning of the different verses. 
Next is a section called “Doctrinal and 
Ethical,” in which the teachings of the 
chapter are discussed and related to 
other portions of Scripture. Finally, 
there is a section called “Homiletical 
and Practical,” which is useful to the 
minister in preparing sermons, and also 
to every reader who desires to get spir- 
itual blessing from the study of the 
Bible. 
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Lange’s works are not technical in the 
sense that they are unusable by the op. 
dinary layman. They ccntain scholarly 
discussion of vital critical points, by 
also have much material which is ex. 
tremely helpful even to those without 
any knowledge of the original languages 

These commentaries were at one time 
widely used in America, and in recent 
years Bible students have greatly re. 
gretted that they were out of print. The 
Zondervan Publishing House deserves 
thanks for making Lange’s Commentary 
available to the public again. The first 
volume to come from the press is Lange's 
own work on Genesis, which will be 
followed by Matthew and Mark. Even. 
tually all of the Commentary is to be 
again available to the English-speaking 
world. 


Twelve Portraits. By Howard W. Fer. 
rin, LL.D. (Providence Bible Institute, 
100 State St., Providence, R. I., $1.50) 
The foreword to this volume tells us 
that it is “a word study of twelve out. 
standing apostles of our Lord. The inspi- 
ration to prepare these studies came from 
the photographs of the magnificent stat. 
ues of the apostles by the renowned Scan- 
dinavian sculptor, Bertel Thorvaldsen,” 
To make twelve chapters, the Apostle 
Paul is substituted in place of Judas the 
traitor, and this study of the great apos- 
tle to the Gentiles is one of the most 
beautiful character studies (of only fifteen 
minutes’ reading) that this reviewer has 
ever read. All the studies are worthy 
of thoughtful reading. Each individual 
is analyzed keenly, so that the reader 
can appreciate afresh the grace of God 
shown forth in each apostle, and may 
also see how present-day believers may 
profit by their example. The ninety 
pages are richly printed and elegantly 
bound, with twelve excellent photo. 
graphs of the statues of Thorvaldsen’s 
twelve apostles. Here is a gift book of 
real value and beauty. 


The Cities of St. Paul. By Sir William 
M. ‘Ramsay, Kt., Hon.D.C.L. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.) As 
an earnest contender for the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints, Sir Wil- 
liam Ramsay has had few equals. His 
studies have been out of print for many 
years. A reprint of his book, “St. Paul, 
the Traveler and Roman Citizen,” had 
a hearty welcome by seminaries, Bible 
schools, and colleges. Those who love 
the Word will rejoice in this second of 
the Ramsay titles to be reprinted. Much 
is in store here for the student of Acts 
and of the life of Paul. 

As one takes up this volume for study 
he would do well to remember a state- 
ment made by this great archaeologist 
in another of his wri'ings: “Forty years 
ago when I began-my researches into 
the archaeology of Asia Minor, I was 
strongly biased in favor of the German 
critical school of that day, but the longer 
I studied the New Testament the more 
convinced I became of its absolute trust- 
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worthiness. The true and best guide is 
pelief that the truth is in the words. 
The worst and most deceptive guide is 
the Modernist critic, who is everywhere 
gad always trying to find proof of the 
ite date and untrustworthiness of the 
The cities described in this volume are 
farsus, of which Paul was proud as his 
pathplace, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, 
Perbe, and Lystra. The author settles 
gnelusively the much disputed question 
that these four were the cities of Gala- 
ti. He clearly sets forth his method: 
“Our plan will be to describe the Hel- 
nic cities in which Paul lived and 
worked, to attempt to determine the 
varying tone and spirit of each, so far 
gs our insufficient knowledge of its his- 
tory reaches, and thus to show at least 
the variety of experience through which 
Paul passed.” He also states what he 
regards as Paul’s philosophy of history, 
“To him the philosophy of history was 
the history of religion, for in his view 
there is nothing real except God, things 
are permanent and firm only as they 
partake of the divine. All else is evan- 
escent, mere illusion and error and un- 
crtainty.” His argument against the 
evolution of religion as a constant ad- 
yance is conclusive. It is helpful to 
have him describe Paul as a missionary 
in the cities of Galatia and to see how 
his methods developed. The author's 
reconciliation of what he regards as 
Paul’s view of the Roman Empire with 
the Apocalypse is interesting, but some 
Bible students will not be willing to 
follow him in his conclusions here. It 
is fitting to call attention to Sir Wil- 
liam Ramsay’s estimate of his work: 
“Any small value which this book may 
have is due to its expressing a judg- 
ment formed fresh from the original 
documents and the actual localities, not 
from a study of modern authorities, 
many of whom I find so antipathetic 
that they have little for me.” 


The Apocalypse. By J. A. Seiss. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich. $4.95.) This work has long since 
become standard among the expositions 
of the Book of the Revelation. The pres- 
ent edition is an unabridged, one-volume 
teprint of fifty-two lectures, delivered 
at various intervals by Dr. Seiss, who 
was a Lutheran pastor and one of the 
founders of the General Council of the 
Lutheran Church. Here is a thorough, 
sincere, scholarly, and spiritual analysis. 
It is fundamental and _premillennial. 
Taking the theme of the entire Book of 
the Revelation to be that of the coming 
of Christ, Dr. Seiss presents a well-nigh 
exhaustive commentary. His is the pro- 
phetic point of view including the pre- 
dictive significance of the seven Letters 
to the churches, and the literalness of 
the millennium and the New Jerusalem. 
One of the values of the book, in addi- 
tion to the author’s exposition, is the 
frequent references to the interpreta- 
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tions of outstanding scholars of the past. 
Ideas are compared with a view to ar- 
riving the more sensibly at a fair con- 
clusion as to the meaning of a given 
passage or text. In spite of this, how- 
ever, the fallibility of the human mind 
is in evidence even in so careful a work. 
Dr. Seiss will not satisfy every reader 
as to the scope of the Rapture. Nor will 
his confusing the Church and Israel with 
respect to several Scriptures be accept- 
able. But, for all that, this volume is 
a “must” item for anyone who would 
know more about “God’s last Word” 
from a source that is sympathetic and, 
on the whole, authoritative. The denial 
of the literalness of some Revelation 
texts, particularly those referring to 
the millennium, is on the increase in 
these days. The reappearance of “Seiss 
on Revelation” is, therefore, timely. 


Life of Saint Paul. By James Stalker, 
M.A. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) Here is a reprint of 
a well-known book from the pen of the 
noted English scholar that has long been 
recognized as a classic, and should be 
read with profit by a new generation. 
Written in nontechnical language and in 
an interesting and heart-warming man- 
ner, it will be adaptable to the indi- 
vidual reader (both minister and lay- 
man), as well as for classroom purposes 
in the various institutions of learning. 
Setting forth the times and conditions 
that prevailed in the day of Paul, the 
reader is carried along through the vari- 
ous stages of progress and hardship to 
the end of the apostle’s diversified ca- 
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reer with increasing interest and appre- 
ciation. The author has succeeded in 
combining ‘scholarship and inspiration. 
The book is well worth reading for the 
fourth chapter alone. In this develop- 
ment, entitled “His Gospel,” the author 
, gives a most excellent summary of the 
Epistle to the Romans, which is rich 
« indeed. 
ve 


Christian Singing 
(Continued from page 803) 


at certain times, have sung, “Have thine 
own way, Lord,” when they did not 
fully mean for the Lord to have His way 
in their lives. And yet as the hymn is 
sung, does it not become a goal toward 
which we are striving? And although 
the singer may not be willing at the 
moment to yield utterly, nevertheless 
there is that realization and knowledge 
that this is the only way to real bless- 
ing, and the use of the hymn can ex- 
press the hidden desires of the heart. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 8 


1. “Thy Sins Be Forgiven” 
(Mark 2:1-12; Matt. 18:23-35) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

SERIES of four topics on the general 

theme, “Never Man So Spake,” be- 
gins with this week’s prayer meeting. 
They are designed to emphasize what 
the Lord Jesus had to say about for- 
giveness, sacrifice, service, and the 
Golden Rule. Christian believers today, 
as always, will treasure the words that 
the Lord Jesus uttered during His earthly 
ministry as they are recorded in the 
Bible, and we will turn again and again 
to the Gospel to find out-what He said. 
But it is a mistake to attach greater im- 
portance to the words He uttered dur- 
ing His earthly ministry than we at- 
tach to the remainder of the Bible. The 
whole Bible is God’s Word, and “all 
scripture is given by inspiration of God” 
(2 Tim. 3:16). The realization of this fact 
does not detract in any degree from what 
the Lord Jesus said, but it places all 
the Scriptures on the same basis — the 
inspired, infallible Word of God. 


we 


The particular statement that forms our 
topic for this week, “Thy sins be for- 
given thee,” points us to several im- 
portant truths. They first show that the 
man to whom they were spoken was a 
sinner, and needed forgiveness. This is 
seen, not in the fact that the man was 
paralyzed, for, as the Lord Jesus pointed 
out to His disciples on another occasion, 
affliction is not necessarily the result of 
sin (John 9:3). But the man’s sin and 
need of forgiveness is seen in the fact 
that the Lord dealt with it before He 
healed his physical body. His most 
urgent need was forgiveness. We need 
to remember this when we listen to the 
arguments of some who would turn us 
away from the preaching of the Gospel 
to minister to social needs. 
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The second truth that we can see jp 
these words of the Lord Jesus is thy 
all sin is primarily against God. Then 
is nothing to show that this man ha 
ever met the Lord Jesus before, ang 
it is unlikely, therefore, that he hag 
wronged Him deliberately or knowingly 
Nevertheless, the man needed Christ 
forgiveness. You will remember tha 
when the prodigal came to himself jp 
the far country, his first thought wa 
that he would return to his father ang 
say, “I have sinned against heaven ang 
against thee.” No matter what. indi. 
vidual we may wrong, we wrong God 
first by our sin, and it is His forgivenes 
that we need first of all. 


4 


The third truth to be seen here js 
that God can forgive and is willing to 
forgive sin. His Word tells us that “glj 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God” (Rom, 3:23). It tells us that 
“the soul that sinneth, it shall die” 
(Ezek. 18:4). But it also brings us the 
glorious news that “the Lord is. . . not 
willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance” (2 Pet 
3:9). And it points the way to forgive. 
ness when it says to us, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for. 
give us our Sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9), 


4 


Still another truth found here is that 
only God can forgive sins. You will re. 
member that some of those who heard 
the Lord Jesus say to the paralyzed man, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee,” began to 
murmur and accuse Him of blasphemy, 
saying, “Who can forgive sins but God 
only?” Their question implied a correct 
understanding of the truth, but their mis. 
take came in not recognizing that the 
Lord Jesus was God. It is because Jesus 
Christ is God that He can and does for- 
give sin. He said to His disciples, you 
will remember, “I and my Father are 
one” (John 10:30). To Thomas He said, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father” (John 14:9). It is His blood, 
the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
that “cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 
1:7). “There was no other good enough.” 
None but God can forgive because He 
only has made the way of escape and 
provided the propitiation for our sins. 


sg 


But there is still another lesson for 
us before we leave this week’s topic. It 
is seen in the second Scripture portion 
from Matthew 18, where we find the 
parable that the Lord Jesus gave to His 
disciples concerning the man who for- 
gave his servant a great debt, only to 
find that this same servant was unwill- 
ing to forgive a fellow servant a fat 
lesser debt. The Lord Jesus closed the 
parable with the sobering words, “S0 
likewise shall my heavenly Father 0 
also unto you, if ye from your hearts 
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forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses” (Matt. 18:35). It is clear, 
therefore, that the believer has a re- 
sponsibility to forgive others for the 
wrongs that they do to him. We can 
never forgive others in the same sense 
in which God and the Lord Jesus for- 
give us, for we cannot cleanse another 
of the guilt of his wrongdoing. But we 
can forgive another for what he has 
done to us, either directly by wrongdo- 
ing, or indirectly by failing to do what 
he should. The basis for such forgive- 
hess on the part of Christian believers 
is found in Ephesians 4:32, where we 
read, “And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath for- 
given you.” 
ye 


Finally, when we have wronged an- 


_ Other and have realized our. mistake and 


are sorry for it, let us go to that one 
amd confess our wrongdoing. All too 
often we are tempted merely to pass 
over it lightly, and trust that our 
changed feelings toward the one that 
we wronged will somehow be evidenced 
by the fact that we no longer mistreat 

or show animosity toward him. But 
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if we really mean business, and we know 
that something we have done against 
another is known to that one and has 
injured him, we shall want to confess 
it and ask his forgiveness, just as we 
shall want to confess it to our Heavenly 
Father and seek His forgiveness and 
cleansing. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ad 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo] Lesson Committee. 


October 2 to 8 


Mon.—John 3:1-8. 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.” Birth from above is a 
universal necessity. The Spirit lost by 
man at the Fall makes the return of the 
Spirit to our hearts essential for spir- 
itual life. We must all be born of incor- 
ruptible seed by the Word of God which 
liveth and abideth forever. And since 
only Christ has the words of eternal 
life, and only He gives the Spirit, all 
are shut up to Him for life eternal. 
Pray for Mid-Missions, 1120 Chester 
Ave., Cleveland 14. 


Tues.—Mark 1:16-20. “Follow Me.” 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.” All who hear Christ’s 
words and follow Him will have the 
blessings of Heaven. Proof that we fol- 
low Christ is given by taking up the 
cross and walking in the light. Follow- 
ing Him shows that we have the one 
ambition of pleasing Him. All who thus 
follow Christ have the assurance that 
they shall be with Him in Glory after 
having followed His footsteps down here. 
Pray for Spanish Christian Mission, 3 
Hillsboro Ave., Toronto 5. 


Wed.—2 Timothy 1:8-14. 
Be Not Ashamed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be not thou ... 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
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Looking toward the 
ministry, I'm taking 
the PASTORS 
course. 





To become director 
of a church educa- 
tional program, I 
chose CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION. 


My choice is the 
MISSIONARY 
course, as I'm pre- 
paring for the for- 
eign held. 





I chose MISSION- 
ARY TECHNI- } 
CAL for experience 
in flying, photog- 
raphy and radio. 





To, become a soul- 
winner and to gain a 
thorough know!l- 
edge of Scripture, I 
enrolled in GEN- 
ERAL BIBLE. 





Preparing for a min- 


MUSIC course to 
receive training in 
both these fields. 


I enrolled in JEW- 
ISH MISSIONS, 
learning to reach 
Jews for Christ. 
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FHY not get SPECIALIZED 
um training? Moody Bible Insti- 
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MBI, with a full-time faculty of 40 
(plus 14 special instructors) offers 
many exclusive subjects. Unique 
opportunities for practical Chris- 
tian work and the largest Bible in- 
stitute library are additional 
reasons why Moody is “the West 
Point of Christian Service.” 
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nor of. me his prisoner: but be thou a 
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel” 
If we are ashamed of any words. of 
Jesus, He will be ashamed of us in the 
day of accounts. If we are ashamed of 
His suffering people and avoid suffering 
for His sake and the Gospel, we are 
false to the Lord. Be not thou ashameg 
of Christ and His cause. Pray for the 
India Mission, Room 311, Elyria Block. 
Elyria, Ohio, 
Thurs.—1 John 5:1-4, 10-12. 

Personal Assurance, 


PRAYER SucGEsTIONS: “We know that 
we love the children of God, when we 
love God, and keep his commandments.” 
Faith can be false. The test of Gospel 
faith is a Gospel life. If we really love 
God, we will keep His Commandments, 
The Law is always fulfilled where there 
is love to God. If it is not fulfilled, it 
is because we are walking after the flesh 
and not after the Spirit (Rom, 8:3, 4). 
Do you have the assurance that springs 
from love of God and a good conscience? 
Pray for the Ceylon and India General 
Mission, 128 S. Lombard Ave., Oak Park. 
Tl. 


Fri.—Matthew 16:21-28. 
Cross Bearing Is Necessary. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.” Soldiers 
carry heavy loads in warfare. Christians 
should be even more devoted in the 
service of Christ. All must bear un- 
pleasant things in the course of Chris- 
tian duty. We must bear burdens in 
order to fulfill the law of Christ. Cross 
Christians are not cross-bearing Chris- 
tians. Pray for the Montana Gospel 
Crusade, Box 1616, Billings, Mont. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 5:11-15. 
Constraining Love, 


PrayYER SvuccesTions: “The love -of 
Christ constraineth us.” , The love of 
Christ is the highest motive in Christian 
life service. Test your motives by the 
love of Jesus Christ. Consider Him in 
all your work and ways. Look to Him 
as your example in spirit, words, and 
deeds. Let Him be your love as well 
as your light. The world needs to feel 
the love of Jesus Christ through you. 
Pray for the American Sunday-School 
Union, 1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, 


Sun.—Philippians 1:19-26. 
“For to Me To Live Is Christ.” 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “For to me to 
live is Christ.” Paul’s supreme am- 
bition is the only true Christian am- 
bition. Any other is selfish and un- 
Christlike. And with every one of 
us it is either the self-life or the 
Christ-life. Christ is seen only in 
God-pleasing people. If He cannot be 
seen in us, it is likely He does not 
abide in us. Give proof of Christ liv- 
ing in you and speaking through you. 
Pray for French Bible Mission, 175 
Fifth Ave., Room 1814, New York 10. 
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